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A 
NECESSITY 
IN EVERY 
CULTURED 
JEWISH 
HOME 





ASK YOUR RABBI 


AND HE WILL TELL 


YOU HOW VALUABLE 


AND FASCINATING 


THESE VOLUMES ARE. 








Now..The Enlightening, Literary Treasure of 


4000 YEAR 


DY-lInZelaete! 


to your 
door $ 


complete 


sepag pa omenhs SeepPeey 


20 


Plus Low 
Monthly 


Payments 






and postpaid 


for only 


OF JEWISH HISTORY, 
LORE and LEARNING 






OVER 4500 PICTU RES! 


Magnificently illustrated with 
photos, charts, drawings, maps, 
beautiful color plates of religious 
articles, temples, manuscripts. A 
wealth of knowledge for lifetime use. 


THE UNIVERSAL 














JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA 


A Monumental Pageant of Judaism 


¢ 10 Large, Handsome Volumes 


6,500 Pages — 12,500 Articles — 50,000 Biographical References and 
Sources Covering Every Segment of Jewish Knowledge, including .. . 
ene: SCIENCE - HISTORY - LAWS - CUSTOMS + FAMOUS MEN & WOMEN 


DRAMA - LITERATURE - FOLKLORE - WIT 


& HUMOR:- MUSIC 


MEDICINE - EDUCATION - CULTURE . . . and many more. 


Edited and printed in English, here is the 
one authoritative source of all Jewish his- 
tory, lore and knowledge and Jewish-Chris- 
tian. relations. In popular, concise, objective 
form, The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia 
bridges the gap between Old World Scholar- 
ship and New World enlightenment. In 
picture and story, here is Judaism itself— 
its works, neople, art, culture, customs, heri- 
tage, history, civilizing influences through- 
out the world. 


ANSWERS ALL VITAL QUESTIONS 
It clarifies Jewish folklore, tradition, songs, 
laws, sacred books, rituals, fasts, holidays, 
philosophy, language, native wit, humor and 
many other subjects. Graphic tables and 
charts amplify the text. Included are the 
animals and plants named in the Bible; out- 
line of hygienic laws and customs; diction- 
ary of popular Biblical and Talmudic phrases. 


ONLY MODERN ENCYCLOPEDIA IN ENGLISH 
Every phase of Jewish opinion is repre- 
sented. A distinguished editorial board, em- 
bracing all three religious groups (Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reform), approved controver- 
sial articles before publication. Major arti- 
cles are followed by a bibliography to origi- 
nal sources to guide those interested in 
obtaining further data. A reading guide and 
complete index simplify finding any subject 
instantly. 

REVEALS THOUSANDS OF LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS 

Answers thousands of questions like these: 

Which Jews sailed and landed with Columbus in 
the New World? 

Who was known as the Jewish Pope? 

Who was the first Jew to bea U.S. state governor? 

For what non-Jew was haskhabah first recited? 

What is philo-Semitism? 


ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED 
AT $125.00 


For the first time, this in- 
valuable Encyclopedia is 
available on small month- 
ly payments. Its inspiring, 
full treasure of Jewish 


Please send 


ENCYCLOPEDIA on 10-day trial. | enclose $9.50 an 
to keep it, | agree to send you, in addition, $10 per month for 
7 months until full price of $79.50 is paid, paying nothing extra 
for postage, packing or credit. Otherwise, | will return Ency- 
clopedia prepaid within 10 days and you will refund my $9. 


PRAISED BY EMINENT AUTHORITIES 


The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia is récog- 
nized for completeness and authority the 
world over. Among others, it has been ac- 
claimed by REV. DR. DAVID DE SOLA 
POOL, former President, Synagogue Coun- 
cil of America, Rev. DR. EVERETT R. 
CLINCHY, President, National Conference 
of Christians and _ Jews, REBEKAH 
KOHUT, President, World Congress of 
Jewish Women, ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, 
REV. DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, National 
Co-Chairman, United Jewish Appeal, HON. 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, former Governor 
of New York, RABBI HERBERT 6S. 
GOLDSTEIN, former President, Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations, HENRY 
MONSKY, National President, B’nai B'rith. 


EXAMINE THIS RICH TREASURE FREE 


Think of it... you can now own The Uni- 
versal Jewish Encyclopedia without strain- 
ing the family pocketbook. But you must 
see... you must read this great treasure 
of knowledge to truly appreciate its incal- 
culable worth...its educational and cul- 
tural benefits for you and your children! 
The coupon below brings you all ten volumes 
for FREE examination in your own home. 
If’you decide to keep it, pay only $10 per 
month—nothing extra for postage; packing 
or credit—for just seven months. Otherwise, 
return Encyclopedia without obligation. As 
this offer is for a limited time only, be sure 
to mail coupon today! 


INVALUABLE FOR CHILDREN, TEACHERS, 
RABBIS AND CLERGYMEN, PARENTS, 
SCHOLARS, WRITERS, EDITORS, STATES- 
MEN AND CIVIC-MINDED PEOPLE EVERY- 
WHERE, 


THE UNIVERSAL JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA, Dept. Aj-2— 
233 Spring St., New York 13, N. Y. 


complete 1!0-volume THE UNIVERSAL JEWISH 
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Professional Direction 


FOR BUILDING 
FUND CAMPAIGNS 


A Congregation planning to 
raise money for a new building 
or an addition should consider 
these important advantages of 
professional campaign direction: 





1. Experienced Know-How —This firm has 
directed a thousand successful campaigns, many of 
them for temples and churches, in 245 cities during the past 33 years. 
2. Fixed Fee—Our fee is set in advance; we never work for a 
percentage. You know exactly what your campaign will cost before 
it begins. Our campaigns almost always cost less than those directed 
by amateurs. 

3. Greater Chance for Success —A campaign for a temple is 
too important to be entrusted to amateurs. It merits management by 
an experienced director who knows what to do and when to doit... 
who is devoting his life to this profession. 


Consultation Without Obligation 


KETCHUM, INC. 
Campaign Dexectton 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BLDG., PITTSBURGH 19, PA. & 500 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 36 
CARLTON G. KETCHUM, President 
NORMAN MacLEOD, Exec. Vice Pres. © McCLEAN WORK, Vice Pres. 
MEMBER AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FUND RAISING COUNSEL 
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SUPERBLY RICH IN TASTE AND TEXTURE 
3 NEW SMALL CHOCOLATES 


In the Spotlight for Quality... 


and Exclusiveness* 







. Av only in our own Stores in New 
x . ragioeg dire vn Pi lain and 

SCHRAFFT’S, Dept. B 1 
58 West 23 St., New York 10, N. Y. ! ee, 
Please send me __ 2 lb. boxes Choco- / 
lettes @ 2.86 each, postpaid. Choco- |7 ~ 
late preferred: Dark [] Milk 






Enc.: Check [] M.O. (J (Sorry, no C.O.D.) 
(C Please send your price list of candies ie . 
and gifts. Bex 
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HEWES 


On Christmas Trees 


Dear Mr. Editor: 
My rabbi, Norman M. Goldburg, be- 


lieves that your readers will be interested 











in an experiment performed on the basis 
| of your series “Mommy, Why Can’t I 
Have a Christmas Tree?” 

1. The Feinsilver letter was used on a 
girl of six. When her mother said to her, 
“T am different from Daddy and Daddy 
is different from me,” she interrupted to 
say, “And I am different from my little 
brother, too, Mommy dear, but I want a 
Christmas tree, anyway.” Mommy con- 
tinued, bravely, “But, 
| meant us to be different. 
| is kind of 


you?” “QO, yes,” 





darling, nature 
And I think it 
different, don’t 
answered Eileen, “let’s 
get a tree that is different. Let’s paint it 
> That 
2. Mommy to Sanford. age eight, “Ac- 


e ! 
nice to be 


red ended the discussion. 


tually, you have many more holydays 
than Johnny, you know.” Interruption by 
Sanford, in scornful tones, “What do 
you mean, Mommy dear? Don’t you 
know that the Catholics have ten times 
as many holydays as anybody else? They 
get out of school more than we do. 


(Please turn page) 





NEW GAMES FOR 
HOME AND SCHOOL 
SEWING 
€ARDS 











PURIM SEWING CARDS 
PESACH SEWING CARDS 
PURIM LACE-TOGETHER GAMES 
PESACH LACE-TOGETHER GAMES 


Four Separate Games 
at $1.00 Per Game 
Beautiful sewing cards and punch-out 
toys for construction in full color 
BUY ALL FOUR 
You'll Ask For More 
HOUSE OF MENORAH 


189 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 























Mommy, can I go to Catholic school 


next year?” Here endeth the lesson. . = | For Synagogue and Temple 
3. When this littke Mommy said, “We AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 


can't honestly take the tree and leave 





out the meaning of the holyday,” the Upholstered Individual Chairs 
A El boy, Nathan Patrick, age ten, a bright 
lad and a quick thinker, rejoined, “Don’t 
Sar be silly, Mother. I have a marvelous Luxurious individual 
idea. I'm going to put the star of David seats—beautiful, 


our 
RELATIVES her on top of the tree and decorate it with ee 
eee menorahs and pictures of the Maccabees. ee Se 
er | Did it ever occur to you, Mother, that ae 
450U trees belong to us Jews just as much as Write for details. 
a they belong to Christians? Why do you Dept. 155 
7 


for : 
nae tiie $5 want to make a fuss about a _ tree? AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
n s ; 
EASY WAY... $10 Where do you pick up these strange Grand Rapids 2, Michigan, Branch Offices in Principal Cities 
with $15 ideas?” Mommy retired, discomfited. 
1. To a very intelligent mother we 


gave the Cronbach item. She exclaimed, 


“How sensible! Now I shall know how ’ ’ 
to handle this situation if it arises. I too alse Un 4 Ad Y 


am troubled, not by the trees which are 
with U. S. BRONZE TABLETS 

















of little consequence either to Christians 


or Jews, but by ‘problems of moment.’ I iy 











pray that Doctor Cronbach’s advice may A DEDICATED IN MEMORY 
prevail and that the rabbis will step this HYMAN any CELIA GOLDMAN 
senseless squabbling in their communi- i 


ties and this silly childish letter-writing (REUBEN GOLDMAN) 


| and advice-giving to their members.” 





J 





You send them SOVA ISRAEL SCRIP and | It seems to me. Mr. Editor, that my One of the most successful methods for raising 
they select the things they want at the , ; / ; : funds. For suggestions, send for FREE catalog 
TEN SOVA STORES in ISRAEL, where they boss Rabbi Norman H. Goldburg) has of Yahrzeit, Donor, Officers and Committee 
find the finest quality KOSHER Seeds made proper use of the materials and | Tablets, etc. 

and a choice of 4 SPECIAL PASSOVER Suggestions in the symposium, | UNITED itis ten ten ae INC 
FOOD PARCELS priced from $9.80 to Parrick J. McGitLicuppy 570 Broadway, Dept. AJ, New York 12, N. Y. 





$27.50 a package. SOVA also carries a Augusta, Ga. 
complete line of electrical equipment: 
Astral and Philco refrigerators, radios, 







































sewing machines, phonographs, toasters, 
irons, shavers, washing machines and a ae 2 ee HERMANN YOUTH RANCHES 
hundred and one other items. : Reliniouws (®oods > Woodland At foot 
P 5 > f 
Visit vs, order SOVA SCRIP by mon, or write for IENIEE « BOOKS- JEWELRY » NOVELTIES ~ nites Pike's Peak 
VA agent neor coll. obligation. FREE 
Oue niUsTRaTeD Potoee onves Commuave Folder ; LIBERAL DISCOUNTS » RIDING 
INFORMATION. Py ee ee ee » Real ALL SPORTS 
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For Boys For Girls 
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For info., booklet, write 
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Editorial C 


Living Scholarships 


The Josephine Gordon Foundation 
of Detroit has written a remarkable 
chapter in the history of American 
Christian-Jewish relations. The Foun- 
dation, formed by the late James 
Gordon of the Gordon Baking Com- 
pany, gave $5,000 to the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations for 
the establishment of “Living Schol- 
These will enable upper- 
classmen and graduate 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish In- 
stitute of Religion to serve congrega- 
areas of metro- 


arships.” 
students of 


tions in low-income 
politan New York. Mr. John Cooper. 
president of the baking company, de- 
clared that bringing unaffiliated and 
those hitherto unable to join 
gregations into organized Jewish life 


con- 


would bring spiritual benefit to all 
\mericans. 
This example of enlightened gen- 


erosity from a non-Jewish source 
should stimulate us to greater sup- 
port of our national institutions. Ev- 


eryone has the opportunity to enrich 
the religious condition of our people 
by contributing to the Combined 
Campaign on behalf of the UAHC 
the College-Institute. We 
are the beneficiaries of 
tional Reform Jewish activities should 


and who 


direct na- 


be as willing to aid our cause as 
those who are outside the movement. 

Plaudits go to Rabbi Fram. 
of Detroit. who was instrumental in 
winning the interest of the Gordon 
Foundation 


Scholarships.” 


Leon 


in creating the “Living 


Jewish Music 


Too many Jews regard their cul- 
tural heritage as an heirloom, tucked 
away in the back of the shelf or in 
the back of the mind, but 
ever employed or enjoyed. That real 
pleasure can be derived from Jewish 
books and Jewish art is a discovery 


scarcely 


seldom made. A_ prevailing attitude 
is that attention to Judaica is more 
a duty than a delight. So it is with 


Jewish music. to which the month of 
February is Indeed. 
are many who believe and pontifically 


An JANUARY, 1953 


devoted. there 


omment 


assert that there is no such thing as 
Jewish music at all. Those who will 
patronize the programs celebrating 
Jewish Music Month will learn how 
erroneous is this dictum. There is a 
distinctive kind of Jewish music. and 
it is not all in the minor key. as one 
might be led to believe. Indeed. we 
are in the midst of a renaissance of 


Jewish musical creativity, which is 
doing much, among other things. to 


enhance our services and 
can also add to the pleasure of any 
individual will lend an ear. It 
is to be hoped that our composers 


by hitherto 


religious 
who 


will yet be supported 


lethargic communities and that this 


years observance of Jewish Music 
Month (sponsored by the National 
Jewish Welfare Board) will strike 
telling notes which will re-echo in 


many auditoria and many homes. 


**Faithalism” 
We 


“faithalism.” to 
can alter man’s destiny. It 
should contrast with “fatalism,” that 
dreary dogma which holds either that 
progress is automatic or that evil 
cannot be curbed. If man merges in- 
spiration and ingenuity he need not 


English a word like 
that 


need in 
denote man’s 


deeds 


helpless victim of depressions 
Com- 


be a 
(economic or emotional), of 
munist brutality, or of the “human” 
urge for war. The dynamics of “faith- 
alism” are compactly stated by Rabbi 
Weiss of the West End 
N. Y.. in a poem, 
Faith?” 


Joseph I. 
Temple. Neponsit. 
“Would We Have 


Would we have faith? 


Then let us know: 


That day will follow night 
Though we should sleep 
And not awake; 

That time, the spatial flight 
Of countless worlds 

Will never break; 

That when we die, our light 
Will fire the flame 


That others make. 


Could we have faith. 
Then we would grow! 
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The Guilt Makers: 


A Prize-Winning Novel Is Born 


by David Weiss 


—_ is a belief that the beginning 
of a novel is the first word put down on 
paper. the first inspiration of seeing the 
story whole. But about halfway through 
the novel, you realize it began long 
before the first word and that it has 
nothing to do with inspiration. If you 
have written the novel out of what you 
are, you realize now that its beginnings 
have come with your birth, often even 
before, often as history’s heritage. You 
grow aware that it has come from your 
conscious. and unconscious. from using 
all the resources of memory; it has 
come from your roots and religion, and 
the beliefs of many around you. 

You have been asked to search for 
the seed which gave birth to this novel, 
but you realize. as you go on with this 
search. that the beginnings of this novel 
have started with the words of Genesis. 
It is a passage vou learned in Hebrew 
School: “And Cain talked with Abel 
his brother. and it came to pass, when 
they were in the field. that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother and slew him. 
And the Lord said unto Cain. ‘Where is 
Abel thy brother?” And Abel said. ‘I 
know not: am 1 my brother’s keeper?’ ’ 

The question reverberates in your 
mind, and when you become an orphan 
the question becomes more urgent than 
ever. When you grow older. you dis- 
cover it is thought unsophisticated to 
believe that we are responsible for what 
happens to others. But you still feel it 
is the major question of our times. You 
have not done it consciously but by the 
time you finish the novel you realize 
the answer must be: “We are our 
brother’s keeper.” 

Then there are other reasons for 
writing this novel. You ask Germans 
do they feel guilty about Buchenwald 
and they look pained, and say. “You 
Jews are too sensitive, too easily hurt.” 
You remind a new friend. German-born 
and educated. who at fourteen had 
been forced into the Nazi Youth move- 
ment, that the concentration camps are 


a fact (for he has doubted their exist- 
ence) and he replies. aggrieved. “The 
camps were a desperate measure that 
grew up in the last year of the war.” 

Other Germans change the subject. 

Four years after the liberation of 
Buchenwald. you are asked to stomach 
the following headlines: “Ex-Nazis 
placed in key posts in West Germany,” 
and “Anti-Jewish shouts mark Bavaria 
rally.” 

You meet Saul, a young Jewish lad. 
who has survived Buchenwald, who has 
come to love America. But you notice 
that many Americans avoid him, or say 
snide things behind his back, and you 
realize that one does not have to be 
German to be a guilt maker. 

You are troubled that Saul, the inno- 
cent. must always defend himself as if 
he were guilty. 

You ask yourself: “Why should Jews 
or any minority feel guilty because 
they are a minority? Why should any- 
one feel guilty because he is different? 
Why is guilt so easy to place upon a 
person and ianocence so difficult to 
establish?” 

And so you put Saul in the novel. 
You give birth to David Hutchinson, a 
Christian friend of Saul’s. and make 
him your narrator. You bring them to 
New York City, where they share the 
same adventures. although David is ten 
years older and a Christian while Saul 
is a Jew. When David celebrates Christ- 
mas. Saul celebrates Chanuko. David 
falls in love with Kay Metcalfe, while 
Saul grows fond of Felicia Reisman. 
then they become involved in hypnosis, 
encounter Nazism in Yorkville. .. . 

Now you are past the beginning. you 
tell yourself, and you have control of 
your characters. Only they want to go 
in their own direction, back to Prague 
in memory. back to Buchenwald for two 
terror-stricken memory-journeys, and 
David relives a flight to Washington, 
D.C. and you realize that, as they are 
learning about themselves, so are you. 
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DAVID WEISS 








David Weiss 
WINNER OF 
$5000 FRIEDER 


LITERARY AWARD 


The Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations was pleased to an- 
nounce last month that David 
Weiss was the winner of the 
$5000 Frieder Literary Award 
established by Alexander Frieder 
in memory of his wife, Corinne 
Frieder. A member of the UAHC 
Executive Board, Mr. Frieder 
offered the prize for the best 
novel in English on a Jewish 
theme. Over 900 applications and 
150 submissions were received 
before the judges selected The 
Guilt Makers by David Weiss, a 
playwright and editorial writer 
for David O. Selznick. Judges 
were Amy Loveman, Associate 
Editor of The Saturday Review 
of Literature; Norman Mailer. 
author; and John A. Selby, Edi- 
tor-in-Chief of Rinehart & Co.., 
publishers of the book (price 
$3.50). The presentation of the 
award to David Weiss will take 
place April 22 in New York as 
part of the UAHC Biennial As- 
sembly. In the accompanying 
article, Mr. Weiss describes what 
motivated his prize-winning novel. 
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You are aware now that since the 
1930’s the concentration camps have 
been a fact of your flesh. That although 
the Nazi camps are gone, the result of 
the camps are unfortunately not gone. 
That Hitler may have died, but Hit- 
lerism still lives. And that one does 
not have to be related by blood to 
be a brother. You realize now that 
guilt is too much with us, and is 
used to scourge and make scapegoats 
out of people, particularly Jews. But 


other people, too. Most of all, you feel 
that as long as one person feels for 
the 6,000,000, for all those oppressed 
by the guilt makers, they shall have 
living memorials. And if in the book 
you have made this truth a bit more 
evident, perhaps then the most vital 
reason of all for the birth of the novel 
will be answered. 

So Buchenwald and Dachau and 
Belsen and Auschwitz will never hap- 
pen again. 


The same sentiment has been ex- 
pressed by my wife, the poet Stymean 
Karlen Weiss, who wrote: 


“Bury your hand 
In the sand 
And walk away, 
How far 
Can you get 
From your hand 
Or man 
From man.” 


The New Protestant Bible Translation 


N. BOOK or collection of books has 
exercised the profound influence upon 
the progressive development of civiliza- 
tion as has the Bible. This is a truism. 
And yet it comes with something of a 
surprise to realize that the influence of 
the Bible upon civilization (including 
Western religions) has come not di- 
rectly by way of the original texts of 
either the “Old Testament” or the 
“New Testament,” but largely through 
translations and often through trans- 
lations of translations. It thus becomes 
obvious that translations of the Bible 
are exceedingly important, especially 
since no translation can always convey 
exactly the meaning of the original. In 
a sense every translation is at the same 
time an interpretation, i.e., the transla- 
tion indicates what the original meant 
to the particular translator. 

Obviously, therefore. Jews and es- 
pecially those who are familiar with 
the original, are concerned in the case 
of new translations lest they contain 
inaccurate interpretations however un- 
intentional they might be. 

The new Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible just published by the Prot- 
estant English-speaking world, is a 
major event in the story of the impact 
of the Bible upon religious thought 
and it is natural for us, as Jews, to 
examine carefully this new effort at 
bringing to the world a more accurate 





Dr, Feldman. a former president of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
Beth Israel, 


is rabbi of Congregation 
Hartford, Conn. 
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by Abraham Feldman 


knowledge of what our original Holy 
Scriptures say and what the authors of 
those Scriptures intended to say. 

This reviewer is limiting himself to 
an appraisal of what our Christian 
neighbors call the “Old Testament,” 
because he is writing for a Jewish 
audience. 


Errors Corrected 

Let me say at the very beginning 
that this new translation is, on the 
whole, excellent, done reverently, re- 
sponsibly, and with fine scholarship. 
It has corrected many errors which 
had crept into the King James Version, 
the Revised Version, the American Re- 
vised Version, and other translations. 
The revisers (for it should be said this 
is not a new translation, but a revision 
of the older translations) have taken 
note of the wealth of material made 
available in the last half-century 
through the discovery of new documen- 
tary and archeological data. 

Furthermore, an effort has been 
made to heighten the intelligibility of 
the Bible for modern readers. Thus, the 
revisers have omitted all “Thee’s” and 
“Thou’s” and have rendered them into 
our vernacular “You,” except where 
the second personal pronoun singular 
applies to God. They have omitted the 
“eth” and the “est” endings of verbs. 
The scholars who worked on the new 
revision have followed the pattern es- 
tablished by the Jewish Publication 
Society Version in arranging all poetic 
passages in poetic form, something the 
older English translations did not do. 


They have changed the designation for 
God from “Jehovah,” which was the 
result of a medieval monk’s illiteracy 
in Hebrew, into the “Lord,” as in the 
JPS translation. 

Also, the Elizabethan language has 
been brought up to date. For instance: 
The word “denounce” did not mean in 
a former generation what it means 
today, so that the verse in Deut. 30:18 
no longer reads: “I denounce unto you 
this day, that he shall surely perish.” 
Instead, it reads: “I declare unto you 
(as of the JPS Version). “Careless” of 
Ezekiel 30:9 becomes “unsuspecting” 
which is closer to the original meaning. 
To “comprehend’, in Isaiah 40:12 is 
now given as “enclosed,” an improve- 
ment over the JPS where “compre- 
hended” is still used. “Curiously” is 
rendered as “intricately” in Psalm 
139:15, and makes better sense than 
even the JPS translation which still 
clings to “curiously.” The phrase “out 
of hand” in Numbers 11:15, still pre- 
served in the J PS version, is more accu- 
rate in the new version’s “at once.” I 
think it is an improvement to read 
Deut. 1:17 “Ye shall not respect per- 
sons in judgment,” as “You shall net 
be partial.” So, in Proverbs 28:21, “To 
show partiality,” is better than the old 
“To have respect of persons.” It is an 
improvement to change “quicken” in 
Psalm 119:50 to “give life.” “Reins,” 
as for instance in Job 16:13, is ren- 
dered more accurately as “kidneys,” 
and “repent oneself” (Deut. 32:36) 
becomes “have compassion on,” con- 
veying the sense more accurately. The 














word “vain” no longer means what it 
used to mean, and the revision renders 
it as “worthless” as in Judges 9:4. 
where Abimelech “hired worthless fel- 
lows,” to be part of his entourage. 
Many improvements have also been 
made in topographical designations. 
Thus “Noph” is replaced by “Mem- 
phis.” the name by which it is known 
in history. Instead of “Chittim” we 
have “Cypress.” When “the River” is 
mentioned and the Euphrates is in- 
tended. the proper name of the river is 
given. Where the Nile is meant, it is 


also specified. 


Controversial Passages 

It was natural for a Jewish reader to 
turn to some of the controversial pas- 
sages in the Holy Scriptures to dis- 
cover how the scholars in this new re- 
vision have treated them. For instance. 
Psalm 2:12, admittedly a difficult pas- 
sage and not too clear in the original 
Hebrew, was formerly rendered. “Kiss 
the Son lest He be angry.” The JPS 
translation reads “Do homage in pur- 


ity lest He be angry.” In the new re- 
vision we find, “With trembling kiss 
His feet.” and a footnote adds “The 
Hebrew is uncertain.” The famous pas- 
sage of Isaiah 7:14, which in the older 
English translation “Behold a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son,” 
and in the JPS translation reads cor- 
rectly “Behold the young woman shall 
is rendered 


read 


conceive and bear a son.” 
“Behold a young woman shall conceive 
and bear a son.” which, of course, is 
more accurate. seeing that the word for 
“virgin” in Hebrew is “besulah, ’where- 
Isaiah is “almah.” 
“a young woman.” mar- 


as the word in 
which means 
ried or unmarried. 

It was interesting to note that in 
First Samuel. chapter 13. the new ver- 
sion bh igo 


recognizing that the first verse lacks 


follows the translation in 
some words and indicates it by saying. 
“Saul was... vears old when he began 
to reign.” with a footnote. “The num- 
ber is lacking in Hebrew.” But, in the 
same verse they departed from the JPS 
reading. “Two years he | Saul] reigned 


over Israel,” by giving it thus: “And 
he reigned and two years over 
Israel,” adding in a footnote “Some- 
thing has dropped out.” 

I am somewhat puzzled by the fail- 
ure of the revisers to translate accu- 
rately the Sixth Commandment. They 
persist in the old translation: “You 
shall not kill.” whereas the Hebrew 
word here translated “kill” is, in fact, 
a word which means “murder” (see the 
JPS translation). On the other hand. 
the usual translation of the noble trib- 
ute to womanhood found in the 31st 
chapter of Proverbs is “A woman of 
valor who can find? Her price is far 
above rubies.” But in the Revised Ver- 
sion the translation is more meaning- 
ful: “A good wife who can find? She 
is far more precious than jewels.” 

Although we can find in this new 
version many interpretations with which 
we do not agree. we believe that it rep- 
resents a genuine advance in clarifying 
the word of God and the inspired utter- 
ances of luminous spirits through whom 
God spoke to all generations. 





QUESTIONS 
IND 
ANSWERS 





Purim and Passover 


Q. What does Purim mean? 

A. It is the plural of the word pur, 
meaning lots. and refers to the device 
Haman when to 
stage his onslaught on the Jewish peo- 
ple. Although easily pronouncable. the 


by which decided 


word Purim is based on an obscure 
procedure which Judaism has happily 
outlived. 

Q. Did the story of Esther ac- 
tually take place? 

\. Scholars have never been able to 
authenticate the events described in 
the Book of Esther. There is no genu- 
ine record which would verify that 
there Jewish queen of 


Was once a 
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Persia. However. there is a truth in 
the Purim story which transcends the 
possibility of verifying the facts: the 
threat of bigotry and the need to com- 


bat it. 


Q. How did it come about that 
dances, plays and masquerades 
take place on Purim? 

A. The holiday is given over to mer- 
riment. a welcome antidote to the som- 
breness of the lives of our forefathers. 
But Purim hilarity was augmented in 
Latin countries where the Jews almost 
consciously imitated the jollity which 
Mardi 
which comes close to Purim in the cal- 
endar. The carnival-like spirit has per- 
sisted in the celebration of Purim. 


prevailed during Gras time. 


Q. Does the Book of Esther have 
literary merit? 

A. Yes. The Biblical Book of Esther 
is an amazing literary document. It is 
almost a perfect short story. contain- 
ing the elements of plot. subplot. ro- 
mance. a strong hero, a villain. suspense, 
climax. and even humor. Furthermore. 
its theme is a universal one. and its 
glorification of sacrificial courage war- 
rants its lasting fame. Some of the dia- 
logue, as for example Haman’s libel on 
the Jews (3:8), Mordecai’s admonition 


to Esther (4:13).and Esther’s valorous 
resolution (4:16) is glittering. 

Q. Isn’t Purim the real gift-giving 
Jewish holiday? 

A. Yes. The Book of Esther pre- 
scribes that. in gratitude for their de- 
liverance. Jews should exchange gifts 
on this one-day festival. This practice 
is known as shalach monos (shalach 


means “sending” and monos means 


“gitt ). 
it is for virtually every Jewish holi- 


Also enjoined for Purim, as 
day. is giving of gifts to the poor. 


Q. I think I understand the sig- 
nificance of all the Passover foods 
except the hard-boiled egg. What 
is the egg supposed to represent? 

A. Because of its roundness. which 
seemed to imply endlessness, the egg 
long ago came to be a symbol of im- 
mortality. The idea of immortality has 
a double role in the story of Passover: 
the holiday celebrates the restoration 
of the Jewish people threatened with 
extinction by the armies of Pharaoh. 
and it marks the rebirth of nature with 
the advent of Spring. Because of the 
symbolism which attached itself to the 
egg. it is used at the mourner’s feast 
and was adopted by Christianity for use 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Why Don't 
More People 
Attend Religious 


Services? 











MAX WOLFE, Har Sinai Congrega- 
tion, BALTIMORE, MD. 


More people don’t attend religious 
services because they are frantically 
pursuing happiness and peace every- 
where but in temple where regular 
attendance brings these boons in the 
truest sense. 

With some, it is because in their 
youth their parents didn’t set the ex- 
ample of regular worship. Others have 
to have God’s Presence in their daily 
existence brought forcefully to their 
attention by sickness, death, or busi- 
ness reverses. Some belong to congre- 
gations where there is little inspiration 
or example set by the “important” 
people, such as congragational officers. 
Many feel that to be “seen in the 
right places,” is most important. They 
don’t know that the “right people” can 
be found in the sanctuary of peace, in 
the House of God. the place where He 
is closest to their hearts! 


HERSCHEL L. FEIBELMAN, Past 
President, Temple Israel Brother- 
hood, MEMPHIS, TENN. 


The decline in attendance is the 
result of the overemphasis of the ethi- 
cal element at the expense of the ritual 
element in religion. Of course, ethics 
are an important ingredient of a faith, 
but overstressing it creates an abstract 
kind of religion which does not seem 
to require ritual and prayer. Until 
people realize that ideals will vanish 
unless strengthened by the exercise of 
prayer and admonition, attendance at 


services will be poor. 


JOHN H. GARVER, Attorney, 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


The reason more people don’t attend 
services is that they get tired of hear- 
ing and seeing the same rabbi. You 
can argue until doomsday that people 
should not regard the rabbi as the 
principal reason for going to syna- 
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rabbi still remains the 
chief attraction (or liability) in a serv- 
ice. How frequently new congregations 
and new rabbis provide an upsurge in 
which thereafter stead- 
Perhaps some day people 


gogue; the 


attendance, 
ily declines! 
will once more attend services for the 
sake of the service itself: the pleasant 
mood, the opportunity to meditate, the 
intangible linkage with God, the up- 
ward soaring of the soul in a music- 
filled sanctuary. But these motivations 
do not stir the modern worshipper. 
Hence, attendance will continue to suf- 
fer until a procedure is worked out 
whereby rabbis will be rotated, so that 
novelty and curiosity will bring multi- 
tudes to the service where they may 
derive sufficient pleasure to acquire 
the worship habit. Even the most elo- 
quent rabbis. who attract large audi- 
ences in cities which they visit, win 
but small congregations to their regu- 
lar services after they have become 
familiar. Hence, a rotation plan, no 
matter how complicated. is a prime 
solution to this problem. 


PROF. MIRIAM KALLEN. Teachers’ 


College, BOSTON, MASS. 


To seek the answer to this query. 
I polled more than fifty people who 
offered the following reasons for non- 
1) The leaders 
are uninspiring, providing no spiritual 
intellectual satisfaction. 
Some rabbis are deemed materialistic 
and without humility. 2) The service 
is too cold and routine. 3) The finan- 


attendance at services: 


solace or 


cial cost of membership is too great. 
and those who can meet the initial cost 
are afraid of the additional contribu- 
tions constantly being asked for. 4) 
The better radio and television pro- 
grams offer more cultural satisfaction 
than most religious services. 


HYMAN APPLESAUCE, an anony- 


mous friend 


What do you know? My wife and | 
were discussing why more people do 
not go to Shul when I received your 
esteemed letter. 

We all know that most sons go to 
say Kaddish when they have Yahrzeit. 
If there were more Immerzeit Jew 
instead of Yarhzeit Jews we wouldn’t 
have any problem, would we? But I 
am getting the cart before the horse. 

My sweet wife agrees with me that 
the trouble is that a man can only have 
one wife. What has that got to do with 


it? You'd be surprised. If a man had 
a thousand wives like King Solomon 
or even less like the Mormons of Utah 
or the Yemenites, think what would 
happen. For instance let’s take a man 
with a thousand wives and each wife 
had two children. When the old man 
died there would be 2000 children go- 
ing to temple to say Kaddish. I forgot, 
though, that with building materials so 
costly and hard to get our synagogues 
won't be large enough to hold so many 
people. So I'll forget the whole thing. 
Hoping you do the same, I am in good 
faith, 
Your faithful servant, 
HyMAN APPLESAUCE 


[Eprror’s Note: More answers to this 
question will appear in next issue. In 
additional replies 
readers are invited. For more discussion 
of this Brotherhood 
Section of this issue, especially article 
by Rabbi Shankman. page 16. 


the meantime. from 


crucial topic, see 


Questions and Answers 
(Continued from page 6) 


during Easter. Also, since the Passover 
worship in the Temple had two sacri- 
fices, the paschal lamb and the regular 
holiday sacrifice, the roasted bone in 
the Seder represents the paschal lamb. 
and the roasted egg represents the reg- 
ular holiday sacrifice. 


Q. What is the meaning of the 
word Haggadah? 

A. The name of the book used at the 
Seder means “narrative.” 


Q. What is the meaning of the 
word Pesach? 

\. Pesach denotes a “leap.” The 
word is somehow connected with the 
skipping gait of the lamb which, in 
ancient times, was offered up on Pass- 
over. Scriptures (Exodus 12:23) con- 
nects it with the angel of destruction 
who “skipped” the houses of the Is- 
raelites. 
Q. What does the word Seder 
mean? 

A. Seder is Hebrew for “schedule.” 
and refers to the fact that the ritual at 
the Passover feast follows a fixed pat- 
tern. The same Hebrew word Seder is 
related to the word Siddur, the desig- 
nation for the traditional prayerbook. 
Siddur means literally the “order of 


. ” 
service, 


~] 








































Our last issue featured Reform temples 100 years and 
older in 1952. They numbered 48. Equally remarkable 
is the number of newcomers to the Reform movement, 
listed in these pages. Within the last five years alone, 
114 congregations have joined the UAHC, 62 of them 
brand new “infants.” The vicissitudes of the new con- 
gregations form a fascinating saga of pioneering, as 


The Rapid Rise in the Ranks of 


50th Anniversary Finds 


TYPICAL OF MANY 
NEW CONGREGA- 
TIONS is Temple 
Shalom, of Newton, 
Mass., where services 
took place in church. 
Congregation now has 
building of its own. 


MAKING A NEW TEM- 
PLE is a literal reality 
to these members of 
Boulevard Temple in 
the Mayfair section of 
Philadelphia. Their 
building is now com- 
pleted, thanks to mem- 
bers’ toil. 


AMERICAN LEGION 
HALLS are frequently 
the locale of services of 
new congregations, 
such as this one at 
Temple Beth El, Hunt- 
ington, N. Y. 


Reform in the decade since Dr. 


the new groups, many comprising young couples, as- 
semble the unaffiliated, argue out their religious phi- 
losophy, set up schools, frantically hunt for meeting 
places, and often roll up their sleeves to build sanctu- 
aries with their bare hands. The chart on the opposite 
page shows the sharp rise in the ranks of American 
Eisendrath took the 


Congregational 


Newcomers 


to UAHC Family 


(Congregations which 


have joined the 


UAHC in the last five years, listed in 
order of acceptance of their applications.) 


Congregation 


AHAVATH SHOLOM 

BETH EL CENTER 

EMANUEL 

BETH EL 

HEBREW FRIENDSHIP 

MENORAH 

RODEF SHOLOM 

BETH SHOLOM 

GATES OF HOPE 

BETH EI 

MONROE JEWISH 
COUNCIL 

BETH EL 

BETH EL 

BETH JACOB 

ISKAEL 

LIBERAL SYNAGOGUE 

BETH ISKAEL 

BETH ISKAEL 

BETH EL 

ISRAEL 

BETH MIRIAM 

SHAAREY ZEDEK 

ANSHE SHOLOM 

SHOLOM 

B'NAIL ISRAEL 

SHEARITH ISRAEL 

B’NAT ISRAEL, 

HESED ABRAHAM 

BETH EMET 

BETH EL 

BETH ISRAEL 

EMANUEI 


ANSHE EMETH MEMORIAL 


B’NALT ISRAEL 

CAPE COD 

BETH EL 

BETH EI 

MEIER CHAYIM 

UNITED HEBREW 

KOL SHEARITH 

BETH EL 

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

BUSHWICK JEWISH 
CENTER 

VASSAR TEMPLI 

IVY RIDGE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

ISRAEL 

TARRYTOWN HEBREW 

BETH EI 

TIFERETH ISRAEL 

ISRAEL 

ISRAEL 

JEWISH COMMUNITY 

CENTER 





City 
Bluefield, Va. 
Fargo, N. D 


Lawrence, Mass. 
Madison, Wis. 
Harrisonburg, Va, 
Chicago 
Petersburg, Va. 
Miami Beach 
Cleveland 

Beaver Falls, Pa. 


Monroe, N. . 
Corsicana, Texas 
Riverside, Calif. 
Concord, N. H. 
Amsterdam, N. Y. 
Baton Kouge, La. 
Bronx, N. Y. 
Fresno, Calif. 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
Marion, Ohio 
Long Branch, N. J. 
Lansing, Mich. 
Chicago Heights, III. 
Plainfield, N. J. 
Oshkosh, Wis. 
Lubbock, Texas 
McKeesport, Pa. 
Jamestown, N. Y. 
Evanston, Ill. 
Glens Falls, N. Y. 
Sharon, Pa. 
Welch, Va. 

New Brunswick, N. J. 
Laredo, Texas 
Hyannis, Mass. 
Benton Harbor, Mich. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
McGehee, Ark. 
Havana, Cuba 
Panama, R. de P. 
San Mateo, Calif. 


Santa Rosa, Calif. 


Brooklyn 
Poughkeepsie, N. es 


Roxborough, Pa. 
Greenville, S. C. 
Tarrytown, N. Y. 
Fort Pierce, Fla. 
Malden, Mass. 
Schulenburg, Texas 


Kinston, N. C. 


Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
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UAHC Stronger Than Ever 





helm of UAHC. The energetic “midwives” of congre- 
gational infants have been the UAHC regional direc- 
tors: Rabbis Daniel Davis and Albert Baum, in New 
York; Rabbi Herman Schaalman in Chicago; Rabbi 
Eli Cooper, Philadelphia; and the late Rabbi Phineas 
(“Pete”) Smoller, of Los Angeles, whose recent un- 
timely death left a deep scar on the hearts of thousands. 


Congregational “Infants” 


(Congregations, five years old and under, 


which 


order of their age.) 


Congregation 


EMANU-EL 


BERGEN COUNTY KEFORM 


BETH DAVID 

OLD YOKK KOAD 
KIVEKRDALE 

EAST END 

WEST END—SINAI 
BETH AM 


VILLAGE (B'NAI ISRAEL) 


ISKAEL 
SUBURBAN 
SINAI 

LEO BAECK 
B’NAIL ABRAHAM 
ISRAEL 
EMANU-EL 
ISKAEL 
LARCHMONT 
ISRAEL 

B'NAL ISRAEL 
SHOMRKAY SHOLOM 
SHOLOM 


COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE 


B’'NAI SHOLOM 

JEWISH CENTER 

SINAI 

BETH AM 

FREE SYNAGOGUE 

BOULEVAKD TEMPLE 
MAYFAIR 

BETH ISKAEL 


OF 


CONG, OF LIB. JUDAISM 


EMANUEL 
EMANUEL 
SHALOM 

EMANUEL 
BETH EL 


ISRAEL OF WESTCHESTER 


REFORM 
BETH EL 
VENTURA COUNTY 
JEWISH COUNCIL 
BETH AM 
BETH SHOLOM 
CONCORD 
KEFORM 

MANUEL 
SINAI 
KEFORM JEWISH 
MANUEL 


ETH EL 

ETH SHOLOM 

INAI 

ETH AM 

UBURBAN 

WISH COM, CENTER 
ETH EL 

VODAH 

MANUEL 

INAI 


UAHC helped create, listed in 


City 
Cleveland 
Teaneck, N. 12 
San Gabriel, Calif. 
Abington, Pa. 
New York 
New York 
Neponsit, N. Y. 
Chicago 
New York 
South Orange, N. J. 
Cleveland 
Bay Shore, N. Y. 
Los Angeles 
Hagerstown, Md. 
Staten Island, N. Y. 
Elmhurst, N. Y. 
Croton, N. Y. 
Larchmont, N. Y. 
Norwalk, Conn. 
Elmont, N. Y. 
Brooklyn 
Bellerose, N. Y. 
Rye, N. Y. 
Essex, Md. 
Coral Gables, Fla. 
Roslyn Heights, N. Y. 
Lakewood, N. J. 
Laurelton, N. Y. 


Philadelphia 
Pomona, Calif. 
Orlando, Fla. 
Lowell, Mass. 
Camden, N. J. 
Newton, Mass. 
Utica, N. Y. 
Pleasantville, N. Y. 
Los Angeles 

New Hyde Park. N. ¥. 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 


Ventura, Calif. 
New York 
Flushing, N. Y. 
Binghamton, N. Y. 
Levittown, N. Y. 
Westfield, N. ) 
Washington, D. C. 
Merrick, N. Y. 

East Meadow, N. Y. 
Elizabeth, N. J. 
Lawrence, N. Y. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Milwaukee 

Closter, N. J. 
Forest Park, [11 
Summit, N. J. 

Port Washington, N. Y. 


Huntington Woods, Mich. 


Massapequa, N. Y. 
Huntington, N. Y. 
Oceanside, N. Y. 
Silver Spring, Md. 
Englewood, N. J. 


IT USED TO BE A 
SCHOOL, but it be- 
came a sanctuary for 
Temple Israel of the 
town of Cortlandt, at 
Croton, N. Y. 


MODERNIS THE 
WORD for interiors of 
many new congrega- 
tions. This one was 
designed for the Leo 
Baeck Temple, Los An- 
geles, Calif., by Henry 
Horner. 


IF A FIRE BREAKS 
OUT in Oceanside, 
N. Y., services must 
cease for Temple Avo- 
dah, which uses fire 
house for services. Note 
fireman’s pole twixt 
choir and worshippers. 


























































































The phenomenal growth of the Union is seen in 
chart, which shows increase in UAHC congrega- 
tional affiliates by decades. 
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Shall Jews 


Seek Converts? Pro and Con 


Let’s Begin to Missionize Now 


by Louis Wolsey 


i. HAS been said that if you tell the 
truth, it is a sign of courage—but you 
have no friends. Suppose, then, we 
put our courage in our hands and 
tell the truth about the Mission of 
Israel. 

In a work entitled “Post-War Re- 
ligion” compiled by the Dean of Har- 
vard Divinity School, a Jewish writer 
states that Jews do not proselyte and 
do not seek converts to Judaism. Of 
course, the statement is historically 
and theologically incorrect. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the entire Old Testament 
is a Manual of Proselytism. Even 
Father Abraham is reported to have 
entered his career blessing all the 
people of the land. When Moses and 
the children of Israel went up out of 
Egypt, “a mixed multitude” went up 
with them. The book of Ruth indicates 
in the mind of the writer that the 
Messiah was a descendant of a woman 





who was converted to Judaism. The 
Mosaic code contains many laws deal- 
ing with the stranger and the convert, 
and in the Second Commonwealth, the 
Babylonian Talmud has a whole sec- 
tion on proselytes and legislation deal- 
ing with their integration into Jewish 
life. This was so much the habit and 
the spirit of the Jewish faith that 
under the Roman regime. it was quite 
fashionable for non-Jews to become 
converted to Judaism. Queen Helena 
of Adiabene together with her hus- 
band and sons accepted the Jewish 
faith. and so did Flavius Clemens, a 
nephew of Emperor Domitian. 

This was all so much a part of 
Jewish activity that proselytism con- 
tinued until 325 C.E. at which time 
the Council of Nicea legislated capital 





Dr. Wolsey. a former president of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
is rabbi emeritus of Philadelphia’s Ro- 
deph Shalom Congregation. 
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punishment against any Jews who con- 
verted Gentiles. Under fear of this type 
of anti-Semitism, Jews were chary of 
proselytizing activity, though since the 
time of the French Revolution, eman- 
cipated Jews frequently converted Gen- 
tiles to Judaism, due very largely to 
considerations of marriage. 


What Is Our Mission? 


Despite all of this, we still continue 
to read our Bible and Talmud and 
underscore proselytism in our liturgy. 
As for example. in the prayers of the 
High Holy Days we read the following: 

“Our God and God of our fathers! 
Let Thy presence be manifest to us in 
all Thy works. so that reverence for 
Thee may fill the hearts of all Thy 
creatures. May all the children of men 
bow before Thee in humility and unite 
to do Thy will with one heart, that all 
may acknowledge that Thine are 
power, dominion and majesty, and 
that Thy name is exalted above all.” 

This implements the following verse 
from Hosea: 

And I will say to them that were 
not My people: “Thou art My people”; 
and they shall say: “Thou art my 
Cod.” 

So many statements of this kind ap- 
pear in Jewish literature that a thought- 
ful person in this age wonders why 
these interpretations are completely 
disregarded. We pray one way. but we 
practice another. In Messianic fashion 
we declare that it is our mission to 
make our religion universal. but we 
not alone ignore it, we actually lapse 
into a ghetto civilization. One is almost 
tempted to say that our professions are 
not genuine. considering our prejudice 
against making our religion universal. 
Perhaps the world convicts us of insin- 
cerity, and it may not be altogether 
wrong. It becomes all the more regret- 
table not alone that we do not fulfill 


the definition of our mission, but that 
because of it all we become responsible 
for much of the prejudice which the 
world entertains against us. We have 
tried to heal the pains of anti-Semitism 
with various types of endeavor and 
organization. Under the honest and 
benevolent favor of B’nai B’rith, we 
have organized an Anti-Defamation 
League, though at the same time that 
organization gives its patronage to a 
book entitled A Measure of Freedom, 
by Foster, which is a complete encyclo- 
pedia of modern-American anti-Semi- 
tism, thus confessing that all of its 
brave efforts have been unavailing. We 
have also developed a wealth of apolo- 
getics. like the scholarly and convinc- 
ing Epistle to an Apostate, by Rabbi 
Bernard Heller. which also have been 
futile in clearing the mind of the anti- 
Semite. 

There are thousands of non-Jews in 
the world who would be glad to em- 
brace our program of a universal broth- 
erhood if only we Jews brought it to 
their attention. 

But. alas. not even we see the light 
of our own religion. We do not realize 
that the implementation of the Mission 
of Israel is not alone the one answer to 
the anti-Semite. but 
pect of a peaceful and rational world. 
In May of 1950. I called an informal 
meeting of rabbis on the Atlantic sea- 
board at Temple Emanu-El, in New 
York, for the purpose of discussing this 


the only pros- 


entire problem. The meeting was led 
by asplendid paper, read by Dr. Jacques 
Faitlowich. the well-known voluntary 
missionary to the Jews of Abyssinia. 
In friendly fashion, the meeting dis- 
cussed the problem in all of its phases. 
and the vast majority favored an ear- 
nest consideration and study of the 
problem. Finally. it was moved that the 
matter be referred to the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis. I opposed 
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the motion because I had my doubt as 
to the Conference’s reception of the 
idea. Many years ago the late Dr. Kauf- 
mann Kohler read a remarkable paper 
before the Conference on “The Mission 
of Israel,” but if one considered con- 
sequences, the paper might just as well 
not have been written. Since that time 
we have had excellent papers on this 
subject read before the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism by Drs. Shel- 
don Blank and Leo Baeck, without a 
single trace of conviction or of activity. 
The entire matter has virtually died in 
the Conference. | am afraid we have 
two phylacteries, the one for the head 
and the other for the hand. For 1500 
years we have not worn the one for the 
hand. 

If. like the Mormons and 
Christian denominations, we were to in- 
spire gifted young men and women to 
undertake as their career in life to 
bring the message of Judaism to an 
unhappy world, we would have con- 
tributed much to the peace and justice 
of mankind. If we were to have the wis- 
dom to establish an academy or semi- 
nary where we could educate some of 


many 


our young people to enter upon the 
career of missionaries to a warring 
world. not alone would we have vindi- 
cated our classic professions, but we 
would have established a nobler society. 


Let’s Not 
by Max Maccoby 


Ravn Louis WoLsEyY’s proposal that 
Jews should engage in missionary ac- 
tivity will shock many readers. although 
it has been frequently but superfi- 
cially discussed in rabbinic circles, 
particularly in the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis. Dr. Wolsey con- 
tends that missionary activity is justi- 
fied by precedent and he cites evidence 
in Jewish history to justify it. The chief 
question. however, is “Is it consistent 
with our idea of the Jewish religion?” 
\nd we may also ask, “Is missionary 
ictivity a necessary and proper one for 
lews today?” 

I believe that it is inconsistent with 
the Jewish position that salvation is 
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not denied to non-Jews. Furthermore, 
Jewish tradition frequently holds that 
conformity is not a necessary or desir- 
able goal. 

A religion vhat claims to be the only 
road to salvation (and this is the in- 
evitable logic of proseletyzing) is duty- 
bound to seek out as many converts as 
possible. There is something un-Jewish 
about such a policy. Our literature is 
replete with references to the Chasidei 
Umos Ho-Olom, the righteous non-Jews. 

The one God, we are taught. is the 
Creator of all mankind and His con- 
cern and lovingkindness extend to all 
His works. The famous legend that de- 
scribes God’s sorrow when He is com- 
pelled to drown the Egyptians in the 
Red Sea well illustrates this. The Mid- 
rash describes Him as saying. “Are not 
the Egyptians also my children?” I 
suppose you can prove anything by the 
Talmud, but one cannot readily dis- 
miss this citation. It is said in Isaiah, 
“All flesh shall come to worship before 
Me.” It does not say “All Israel shall 
come,” but “All flesh shall come.” In 
another Midrash it is stated, “Rabbi 
Jeremiah said ‘Whence can you know 
that a Gentile who practices the law is 
equal to the High Priests?’ Because it 
says in Leviticus “which, if a man do, 
he shall live by them.”’” The man 
apparently need not be an adherent of 
the Jewish faith. There are many such 
citations. 

One of the proudest boasts of our 
faith is that we believe in the right of 
every individual to worship as_ he 
pleases. Certainly, Liberal rabbis have 
said again and again with the utmost 
conviction that social salvation, peace, 
the brotherhood of man can flow from 
observance of any genuine religious 
faith. All we ask is sincerity. We have 
preached and taught that diversity is 
the essence of democracy and that the 
respect for differences is the mark of 
the civilized person. We have earnestly 
proclaimed that God does not demand 
a particular label, but an ethical life 
from all His creatures, whatever their 
religion may be. 

Consider our interfaith activity, a 
movement that plays a great role in 
American Jewish life. This is not the 
time to evaluate it, but Rabbi Wolsey’s 
proposal would mean scrapping all our 

effort in this direction. 

Besides all this, the very term, “mis- 
sionary,” is repugnant to most Jews. 
It is true that some Christian mission- 
aries are among the noblest of indi- 
viduals, but others are regarded as 


fanatical nudnicks who prey upon the 
poor and the needy and who buy their 
lip service. Generally speaking, wheth- 
er it be laudable or not, most people 
today think of missionaries as emis- 
saries to the uncivilized. I am tempted 
to ask Dr. Wolsey how he would pro- 
ceed. Shall we open a store in New 
York like those that are there now that 
urge Jews to enter and embrace Chris- 
tianity? We know what sort of custom- 
ers they get—crackpots and cadgers. 
Could we expect any better? 

It seems to me, however, that the 
most cogent reason for rejecting such 
a plan is that we need to do so much 
among our own people. All our efforts 
ought to be geared to make Judaism 
the vital concern of all Jews. Let’s 
clean house. For too many Jews, our 
religion is Kaddish, Yizkor, a Bar Mitz- 
vah a la “Life Magazine” or vicarious- 
ly fighting anti-Semitism. We have a 
tremendous task before us to awaken 
Jews to the great truths and the mag- 
nificent message of our religion. That 
is full-time work. Consider the unaffil- 
iated Jews whom we have not yet 
touched. Rabbis are called upon fre- 
quently to convert a non-Jew so that a 
marriage to a Jewish boy or girl can 
take place. What sort of success have 
we had in this connection? This mat- 
ter needs careful study. These conver- 
sions of convenience rarely leave us 
satisfied with the consequences. 

Israel presents another important 
and immediate channel for our persua- 
sive efforts. There, Orthodoxy is the 
only recognized form of Jewish re- 
ligion, but Orthodox Jews won’t go on 
army patrol on Shabos or on police 
duty or on any essential service, and 
they don’t want their young women 
drafted. But they don’t mind other 
Jews doing these things. We have a 
situation where Jews are acting as 
stand-ins for other Jews. Yes, there is 
a missionary job to be done among 
Jews in Israel. 

No, there is no logic to Dr. Wolsey’s 
idea. And, even if there were, there are 
far too many apathetic, unobservant. 
spiritually impoverished Jews in our 
own ranks to keep us busy for a long 
time. Our role is still to be Am Kdusha, 
a holy people, a kingdom of priests 
and a light unto the nations. We are 
only beginning to awaken Jews to their 
religious potentialities. Let us com- 
plete our many unfinished assignments 
before seeking a new chore, especially 
one as alien, unrealistic and un-Jewish 
as a missionary movement. 





by Israel J. Gerber 


Wa: would make a man who de- 


nied his Jewishness most of his life 
suddenly proclaim that he was born a 
Jew and was ashamed for having de- 
nied it before? The question could be 
put even stronger. Why would a fa- 
mous personality, who has everything 
to lose and evidently nothing to gain, 
openly avow his Jewishness? An at- 
tempt to answer this question is pre- 
sented in a recent autobiography writ- 
ten by the celebrated bandleader Artie 
Shaw. Yes, Artie Shaw is Jewish and 
he is not afraid of it becoming common 
knowledge. He no longer desires to 
bury his ancestry. A conversion has 
taken place and the famous Artie Shaw 
has come home—to his people. 

The name Artie Shaw is associated 
with bandleading, with the popular hit 
songs and with serialized matrimony. 
What is not known, however, is that 
Artie Shaw is merely the front man 
for an unknown named Abraham Isaac 
Arshawsky. Both these characters dwell 
in the same abode, inhabit the same 
body, but are as different as Jacob and 
Esau. 

That there are two distinct person- 
alities within this popular figure is 
nothing unique. A Jekyll and Hyde 
are found in almost every individual. 
On the one side is Shaw the bandlead- 
er, and on the other is Arshawsky the 
intellectual. who longed to be a writer 
and who finally produced the well writ- 
ten The Trouble with Cinderella. Shaw 
has been publicized; Arshawsky ig- 
nored. Though the latter has gone 
unnoticed, he has nevertheless been an 
aggressive force causing Shaw no end 
of grief. He has waged continuous war 
against that unhappy and lonely frame 
of a man, confusing. bewildering and 
evidently routing him. Arshawsky is 
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Artie Shaw Finally 


Comes Home 


emerging victorious although Shaw is 
the breadwinner. 

What made Arshawsky the Jew be- 
come Shaw the Gentile? Shaw attrib- 
utes it to the cold, hard boot of anti- 
Semitism when he was but a young 
boy. It affected and shaped his entire 
life more than any other single factor. 

To contend that his experiences were 
dramatically different from those en- 


countered by other Jewish children 
would be misleading. Many Jewish 


youths are subjected to this ordeal 
without denying their faith. He, how- 
ever, was more deeply affected. His 
trials made an indelible impression 
upon him which he could not forget. 
They carved lasting scars on him which 
engendered his pattern of behavior. He 
also feels keenly the plight of his peo- 
ple and the world’s indifference to it. 
The book where he 
dwells upon this is stirring. 

To begin with, Arshawsky was a 
strange name indeed to his New Haven 
schoolmates. They laughed at it and 
he was always asked to spell it. When 
the teacher scolded those who mocked. 
he felt even worse. He was made to 
feel different 
as an outsider who did not belong. He 
was then called a “Christ-killer”’—a 
concept totally foreign to him. Never- 
theless, although it was incomprehen- 
sible to him, he understood that the 
epitaph was aimed at hurting and hu- 
miliating him. Beyond this. he was ad- 
monished by his classmates not to recite 
the Lord’s Prayer because they did not 
and “Christ-killer” to 


passage in the 


from those around him, 


want a “kike” 
repeat it. 

He was in a turmoil. He resented his 
Jewishness because it made him differ- 
ent. His religion meant nothing to him 
nor had he been asked whether he 
wanted to be a Jew, but he had to 
suffer on its account. Thus, he har- 
bored no love for Judaism. He did not 
relish being an outsider; he preferred 
belonging to the dominant group. He 
was caught in a trap. 





The result of this feeling is clearly 


depicted in the episode where he 
avoided meeting his father on the 
street because he was ashamed of his 
accent. 

Eventually, Arshawsky concluded to 
run, and to run fast, from his Jewish 
identity. He decided to meet this prob- 
lem by merging with the dominant 
group, by repressing the conflict in 
which he found himself. When he de- 
cided on a musical career to achieve 
fame, fortune and success, which was 
a compensatory mechanism for the 
hurt he was experiencing, he rational- 
ized that he would have to change his 
name in order to get ahead. Actually, 
he was ashamed of his name, or, in 
reality, ashamed of his Jewishness. No 
one was going to know that he was 
born of Jewish parents. 

Thus, Arshawsky became Shaw, and 
Arthur, the name his mother called 
him, became Art. In order that it not 
sound like a sneeze, RCA Victor added 
an “ie” to his first name. Thus emerged 
the new self-made Gentile, Artie Shaw. 
Nevertheless, the non-Jew, Artie Shaw. 
had to contend within himself with the 
Jew, Abraham Isaac Arshawsky. Shaw 
might deceive that outside world, but 
he could not delude himself. Self-de- 
ception did not work in his case. Shaw 
did climb the ladder of success, but at 
too steep a price. He sacrificed the one 
thing he wanted to do most—be him- 
self. This. in turn, burdened him with 
feelings of guilt which plagued him 
wherever he ran. Shaw was _ torn 
resenting the non-Jew for 
making him live a lie and his own 
group because of whom he had to do 
it. 

Throughout his spectacular career, 
Shaw searched for himself but with 
little success. He walked out on his 
band. spent a year writing, all to no 
avail. When he attained the fame he 
sought. he found “The Cinderella” dis- 
appointing. This was not the answer. 
Nor was marrying name personalities 
a solution. It may have added to his 
glory but not to his happiness. When 
he married the novelist, Kathleen Win- 
sor, it might have been the closest he 
could come to writing at that time. He 
learned that as the Gentile, Artie Shaw, 
he was as unhappy as, or perhaps more 
so than. when he was the Jew. 

Finally. in order to achieve peace 
between Shaw and Arshawsky, to get 
off the merry chase he was on, he 
sought psychiatric help which bene- 
fited him greatly. His problem is re- 
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solving itself. That he voluntarily and 
publicly admitted his Jewishness is of 
help. 

One must agree with Shaw that the 
oft-heard expression “I’m a Jew and 
proud of it” is meaningless. To be 
proud of one’s Jewishness, something 
deeper is required. At present, Shaw 
has reached the point where he can 
identify himself with the group into 
which he was born. It is unfortunate 
that he ignores completely the reasons 
for his desire to do that. Can psychiatry 
help a person in this direction? If not, 
could this be one of its shortcomings? 
It is hoped that Shaw will fill in this 
vital gap. Nevertheless, Shaw has made 
a valuable contribution. He has taught 
many escapist Jews a worthy lesson. 
Do not believe that you can find peace 
and happiness by denying your Jewish- 


ness! Not only is this no solution, but 


it gives rise to many more disturbing 
problems. Facing this situation and 
meeting it is the more wholesome man- 
ner in which to behave, as Artie Shaw 
discovered. 

Also, Shaw has vividly 
that there is a point of return. It is 
never too late to identify oneself with 
one’s group. Thus, returning to the 
question asked in the first paragraph 
of this essay, what did Shaw have to 
gain by declaring his Jewishness, the 
answer is peace of mind, the ability to 
live with himself. Shaw found himself 
and is so happy about his new find 
that he felt compelled to tell the world 
about it. 

Artie Shaw 
people, but a deep void still exists. The 


portrayed 


has come home to his 


only formal connection with the Jewish 
people which he mentions is his birth. 
He does not mention receiving any reli- 


gious school training or having been 
“Bar Mitzvah” or confirmed. Appar- 
ently he has never entered a house of 
worship. This might help explain why 
he was so deeply wounded by the anti- 
Semitic experiences he encountered. 
He knew nothing about the faith for 
which he suffered. Why should he not 
have wanted to run from it? It is only 
natural for one to try to evade painful 
and humiliating experiences. His par- 
ents were criminally negligent in not 
equipping their son with the necessary 
armor to meet such blows. 

In his search for his true self, Artie 
was Our 
world is also searching. Shaw, however. 
is finding himself. He is on the road. 
Not so the world. Let us hope that 
before too long the world too will have 


Shaw never alone. entire 


made appreciable progress on the road 
to lasting peace and happiness. 


Reform Judaism Comes to Hawaii 





SCENE AT HICKAM FIELD, Honolulu, as members of Hawaii’s first 
Reform congregation greeted their spiritual leader, Rabbi Alexander 
Segel and Mrs. Segel, author of accompanying article, and festooned 
them with leis. 
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by Frances M. Segel 


F.. a rabbi’s wife, a new congrega- 
tion is always a source of excitement. 
But when that new congregation is far 
across the seas, the excitement is 
doubled. The ten and a half hours of 
smooth sailing above the clouds was 
a pleasant interlude in which to take 
stock of the events which preceded our 
journey to serve the first Reform con- 
gregation in Hawaii. First, the letter 
asking if we were available. Then, the 
request for the rabbi’s photo and a 
Later, the kindly 
messages of welcome, one bidding us 
“Shalom Aloha.” and another contain- 
ing the assurance: “Don’t be afraid to 


recorded sermon. 


come, rabbi. We promise not to give 
you ulcers.” 

Our reception at the airport was 
tumultuous. Almost the entire congre- 
gation awaited us, and they garlanded 
us with leis, accompanied by the cus- 
tomary kisses. Rarely has a rabbi been 
given such a jubilant ovation by his 
new flock. 

We could 


hardly wait to see the 
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“temple.” It is a converted mansion, 
set back upon an exquisitely land- 
scaped garden. Although purchased 
but two years ago, it is already mort- 
gage-free, and plans are under way for 
the construction of a sanctuary. The 
congregation contains a hundred mem- 
bers, who pay $50 to $500 in annual 
dues. But this is only the nucleus. Our 
ranks will expand, I am sure. 

Soon the rabbi was busily at work, 
in a study beautifully furnished by the 
Sisterhood. To his study not only came 
his parishoners but many travelers 
who pass through the fabled city of 
Honolulu, one of the world’s 
roads. Soldiers going to or returning 
from Korea frequently stop for medi- 
tation or counsel. One of them begged 
the rabbi to stand with him in front 
of the Ark, there to offer a_ silent 
prayer of thanks for survival. That 
day the GI not only tasted spiritual 
joy, but other refreshment as_ well 
when the rabbi offered him a glass 
of milk from the refrigerator conven- 
iently located near the study. Here to 
the rabbi come passengers on ships to 
say Kaddish for their dear ones. The 
troubled find their way to him; the 
war-stricken, the dejected. and the 
lonely. Even young men in quest of 
“Jewish dates” see the rabbi. 

The population of Hawaii is one of 


cross- 








the world’s most polyglot. Equally di- 
versified is the Jewish population. Jews 
have lived on these islands since Cap- 
tain Cook landed 150 years ago, but 
the Jewishness of those first settlers 
evaporated. Of the present Jewish resi- 
dents, the oldest families came about 
thirty years ago, and some struggled 
to maintain their identity. The large 
influx of Jewish military during World 
War II revived the Jewishness of this 
community. But it was not until two 
years ago that the Honolulu Jewish 
community organized itself as a reli- 
gious group. and less than a year ago 
that it voted to associate itself with the 
Reform movement. 


A **Real Community”’ 

The yearning to recapture their 
Jewishness is evident among all whom 
we have met. from professors at the 
University of Hawaii (fifteen faculty 
members are Jews) to the humblest 
tradesman. This “reaching out” mani- 
fests itself in the enthusiastic partici- 
pation in our Friday night services, in 
the exuberant offers to do voluntary 
work in connection with projects and 
programs, in the delighted hubbub 
which marks every gathering. It was 
in high evidence at the Rosh Hashano 
reception we tendered the congrega- 
tion in the home which they secured 


The Bible Bus 


by Sylvan Karchmer 


= peered nervously at his wrist 
watch without letting Miss Nason see 
him. It was a keen watch all right. with 
luminous numerals which you could 
read in the dark, and his folks had 
given it to him last May for his tenth 
birthday. It kept perfect time. Just 
now the hands showed three minutes 
of ten. which meant that he must start 
counting. 

Without turning his head from Miss 
Nason he could see the school yard 
with its brown-surfaced baseball dia- 
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mond and swings and turning bars. 
and then the curb, where each morn- 
ing at exactly ten o’clock the big yel- 
low bus drew up and waited for the 
Fourth Grade to march out single file 
and board it for a half-hour of religious 
instruction. 

The Fourth Grade always came first, 
followed at ten-thirty by the Fifth 
then. the Sixth Grade; and 
afterwards. the other rooms. All after- 
the curb and 


Grade: 


noon the bus stood at 
whenever Lewis looked out the window 
he could see it there. 

Miss Nason was going over the defi- 
nition of “strait” which she had writ- 
ten on the board yesterday. A narrow 








for us. The atmosphere was charged 
with and everyone seemed to 
“oush” instead of speak. One man 
summarized the sentiment: “Rabbi, | 
just can’t tell you what your coming 
means to us. We have never had any- 
thing like it before. Now we will get 
to know more about our religion and 
also get to know one another better. 
From now on, we will be like a family. 
This means we are going to have a 
real community.” 

Thus has Reform Judaism come to 
Honolulu. It has been an exhilarating 
experience for our congregation and 
for ourselves. We feel like chalutzim. 
engaged in a pioneering task. Every- 


joy, 


thing moves quickly here, as though 
our people were seeking to hurry to 
make up for precious time lost. Re- 
cently, the congregation proudly and 
unanimously voted to become affiliated 
with the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations so that it might take its 
rightful place in the family of Liberal 
Judaism. We are, as it were, the clasp 
in the belt of the UAHC. Here will be 
created a spiritual haven, an island 
of Jewish strength upon this island of 
many faiths. Here the rabbi hopes to 
build a sturdy anchorage of Judaism. 
And the congregation is saying a fer- 
vent “Amen.” Or, perhaps I should 
say, “Shalom Aloha.” 


passage of water separating two large 
bodies of land. She swished her dress 
the way she had a habit of doing and 
her eye swept the room. Lewis tried 
to fix his mind on the lesson but he was 
already up to twenty-five. Twenty-six. 
now... and the bus hadn’t showed up. 

Miss Nason moved the globe with 
her right hand and used her left to 
point. “What strait do we have here?” 
she asked. 

Jess Hill, who was Lewis’s closest 
chum, raised his hand. Sometimes Jess 
and he walked to schoof together and 
they would play catch in the backyard. 
or if the weather was bad they would 
stay in the house and trade stamps. 
Mama always served cookies and milk. 
which they ate in the breakfast room 
while they discussed school and sum- 
mer camp and stamps and almost 
everything except . well, the Bible 
Bus. Jess never asked Lewis why he 
didn’t march out with the others. Mama 
used to say that Dr. Hill’s little boy 
had such beautiful manners, and per- 
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haps that was the reason Jess didn't 
ask him about the bus. 

Now, without stopping his count. 
Lewis heard Jess say “Bosporus” in 
reply to Miss Nason’s question and he 
sighed with relief because Jess got it. 
In the meantime he had gone to thirty- 
six. Yesterday he had made it to forty- 
one before he spotted the bus through 
the window. There were still two min- 
utes left and he hadn’t looked out the 
window yet. He just went on counting 

. . . Now the girls were putting on 
their sweaters and the boys were twist- 
ing and turning in their seats. It was 
no use, Lewis knew. The bus would 
come. It always came, and he sat rigid 
now before the moment of the class’ 
departure. Sometimes he tried to con- 
sole himself by thinking of something 
cheerful—like the Groucho Marx pic- 
ture he would see Saturday or the 
package of stamps he would get from 
the mail order house. But always his 
thoughts gave him no peace against 
the prospect of the afternoon, when 
things were so diflerent from what they 
were in the morning. 

It all went back to a day several 
weeks ago when Patsy Lee Brooks. 
whose father preached in one of the 
wood churches by the viaduct. had 
come in from religious instruction cry- 
ing. and Miss Nason, who was back at 
ten-thirty for music appreciation, asked 
what was the matter and Patsy Lee 
said she felt bad because Herod had 
tried to kill “our little Lord” and 
someone in back of Lewis (he didn’t 
know who) snickered and said “cry 
baby!” under his breath and Patsy 
Lee turned and said, “I’m not. but 
Herod was a wicked Jew king.” and 
looked at Lewis while he 
stared straight ahead, pretending he 
hadn’t heatd. His cheeks were burning 
as if he had done something wrong 
himself. Miss Nason told Patsy Lee to 
go out to the girls’ room and wash her 
face and that was the end of that. 

But last Wednesday. when the class 
trooped back from the bus, Patsy Lee 
had walked right by Lewis’s desk and 
in front of the whole class had said. 
“The Jews crucified our lord.” and Miss 
Nason had told her to sit down. and 
from the sharp tone of her voice Lewis 


everyone 


knew whose side she was on. but of 
course that didn’t help him much. For 
a minute he thought he might raise his 
hand and ask permission to explain 
that they hadn't killed him at all be- 
cause it was a Roman form of punish- 
ment. Mr. Braff. who came down once 
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a week from Portland to conduct the 
small Jewish Sunday school class, had 
explained it very carefully. But even if 
Miss Nason had given him permission 
to reply he knew it wouldn't do any 
good because the class would naturally 
side with Patsy Lee. 

That same Wednesday afternoon at 
recess when the boys in the class chose 
sides to play ball he was the last to 
be picked. That was the first time that 
had happened. 

Last October. after Jerry O’Connell’s 
parents had taken him out of school. 
Lewis had asked Daddy if he couldn't 
go on the bus with the others. Jerry 
was a Catholic and his parents hadn’t 
let him go out to the bus either. As 
long as Jerry stayed behind, Lewis 
didn’t feel so bad. Besides. Jerry. who 
was pretty smart and who had a brother 
in high school. always told him a lot 
of interesting things. It was Jerry who 
had told him that it was unconstitu- 
tional to teach religion in the public 
schools and that’s why the bus pulled 
up in front of the school every day. 

Lewis didn’t quite understand what 
unconstitutional meant and Jerry said 
when they took civics in the Sixth 
Grade they would find out. 

Jerry was pretty keen to have around 
while the others were out. but then his 
parents had sent him away to private 
school. He waited two weeks before he 
begged Daddy to sign the form which 
all parents had to fill out before their 
children were allowed on the bus. 

“But you’re Jewish.” said Daddy. “I 
know.” said Lewis. “But I'd just like 
to go for company’s sake.” 

“But think how much time you have. 
when the others are out. to do your 
And that means you can 
spend more time watching television 


homework. 


in the evening.” 

You couldn’t explain it to Daddy 
who. as a boy in Portland. had gone to 
school in a Jewish neighborhood, where 
on the big holidays half the class would 
be absent. Daddy couldn’t understand 
what it was like being the only Jewish 
boy in school! 

Something else had happened last 
Wednesday. He was walking home with 
Jess and they were talking about some 
new stamp issues when Jess asked sud- 
denly. “Why don’t you come on the 
bus tomorrow?” and Lewis answered 
casually that his folks wouldn’t let him. 
He knew that question was 
prompted by what had happened at 
recess when Lewis hadn’t been picked 
for a team until last. 


Jess’ 


“All they got to do is fill out the 
form.” Jess said. 

“Well. 1 don’t know.” Lewis shrugged. 
He wished Jess would stop talking 
about it. “Wait till you see those keen 
stamps I got from South Africa,” he 
said. 

“Sure.” said Jess. They went a block, 
kicking the leaves, then Jess said again. 
“It'd sure be swell if you could sit next 
to me on the bus.” 

“T don’t know.” he replied. “It’s up 
to my folks.” He really tried to make 
it sound unimportant but he knew how 
much Jess wanted him to come. 

“T got an idea.” said Jess. “I'll call 
your mother and ask her to let you.” 

And sure enough that night he had 
phoned. She talked quite a while to 
Jess and Lewis heard her say that she 
was happy he and Jess were such close 
friends and she hoped they would go 
to camp together again next summer 
and a lot of other rot that didn’t have 
anything to do with the bus. When she 
came back into the library where he 
and Daddy were sitting, she said, “That 
was Dr. Hill’s little boy. He wanted 
Lewis to take religious instruction on 
the bus.” 

“Could I, Daddy?” Lewis implored. 
“I'd just like to go and sit with Jess.” 

He wished they could see it his way. 
If he went on the bus he was sure to 
be picked by the boys for the baseball 
game and not have to sit it out, watch- 
ing. or take a turn on the bars, pre- 
tending that’s what he liked when he 
was only doing it because he was odd 
man and neither side wanted him on 
a team. i 

“We were discussing it at our group 
meeting.” said Mama. “We’re thinking 
of getting out another petition. This 
time if we get the necessary number of 
signatures we can force the election.” 

Lewis listening. They'd 
talked about the election before. 

He was surprised to find himself 
still counting. He was up to eighty... 
eighty-one eighty-two .. . He’d 
never gone so far. Maybe the driver 
had run into a train and smashed it. 
Maybe the bus simply had_ broken 
down and would be in the garage for 
the rest of the term. But he knew bet- 
ter. Nothing had happened to the bus! 
It would be there at ten all right. It 
was time now and he might just as well 
look. But before he turned to the win- 
dow he would say a prayer—just a 
short one—and all the while he would 
go on counting. He would count right 


stopped 


on while he was praying... . 
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Something Can Be Done 


About Temple Attendance 


a of the kick-off of NFTB’s 
Temple Attendance Project during No- 
vember is that those temples which do 
something about it can increase temple 
attendance. 

That many temples are doing some- 
thing about it is evident from the large 
number of orders received by NFTB 
for materials contained in its Temple 
Attendance Kit. which was sent to all 
Reform rabbis. congregation, brother- 
hood and sisterhood presidents. During 
October and November, 122 Reform 
congregations ordered more than 300,- 
000 pieces of these materials. 

Inquiries about the program came 
from as far off as England. South Af- 
rica. Canal Zone and Korea. Many 
people wrote in about the project after 
reading the “War on Indifference” ar- 
ticle in the September issue of AMER- 
IcCAN JupatsM. Nation-wide publicity 
brought numerous requests for kits 
from Orthodox and Conservative syn- 
agogues. Scores of complimentary let- 
ters were received. 

That local efforts utilizing these ma- 
terials and techniques were effective is 
shown by temple attendance records 
submitted by participating congrega- 
tions. For fair testing. attendance dur- 
ing the four Friday nights in Novem- 
ber was compared with the last three 
in October and the first in December. 
There were no Jewish holidays in this 
period. Here are some typical increases: 


City Temple © Increase 
San Antonio, Tex. Beth El 161 
Philadelphia, Pa. Judea 153 
Tampa, Fla. Schaarai Zedek 130 
New Rochelle Israel 120 
Jacksonville, Fla. Ahavath Chesed 81 
New Orleans, La. Gates of Prayer 70 
Bluefield, W. Va. Ahavath Sholom 70 
Poughkeepsie Israel 66 


(Continued on page 19) 
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An Early Appraisal of a 


Temple Attendance Project 


by RABBI JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
Temple Israel, New Rochelle, N. Y. 


= THE MONTH of November, 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle partici- 
pated in the Temple Attendance Proj- 
ect sponsored by the National Federa- 
tion of Temple Brotherhoods. This is 
both a brief report and a provisional 
appraisal of the experience. 

Four services were planned. On the 
first Friday evening a Family Worship 
Service was scheduled, with the usual 
story-sermon and birthday blessing for 
the children and an Oneg Shabbat 
birthday party after the service. On the 
second Friday a program was arranged 
for Jewish Book Month, with a formal 
acceptance of special gifts of books to 
the Temple Library. For the third 
service there was an Ask-the-Rabbi 
Forum, directed primarily at answering 
questions on Jewish life and religion. 
The fourth service was Religious Edu- 
cation Night, with an opportunity for 
meetings between parents and teachers. 


Services Publicized 

Special publicity was given to these 
services. in addition to the usual an- 
nouncements in the fortnightly Tem- 
ple Topics. A large card describing 
the month’s program was mailed to 
the congregation. Children of the Re- 
ligious School brought home invita- 
tions to both the Family Worship and 
the Religious Education Night. Stapled 
to the first invitation was the NFTB 
folder “Take Your Parents To Temple 
This Week.” Every child eligible for a 
birthday blessing also received a per- 
sonal letter inviting him to the first 
service. A special announcement of the 


Forum service was sent to every new 
member of the congregation. In addi- 
tien, each week about 100 of NFTB’s 
colorful “Go To Temple This Week” 
postcards were mailed with a personal 
message from the rabbi to names se- 
lected from the congregational list, 
urging attendance at worship. 


120% Increase 

The results were more than gratify- 
ing. By actual count, attendance over 
the period increased by 120°. The im- 
provement was distinct and noticeable: 
it generated fresh enthusiasm in the 
congregation and gave a lift to the fa- 
miliar, regular worshippers. It made 
the members conscious of the effort to 
come to services; it strengthened weak, 
sporadic resolutions and gave impetus 
and direction to half-hearted will. It 
did all this for the congregation, but it 
rendered a special and valuable service 
to the rabbi: it gave him a psychologic 
tool of national dimensions, providing 
a regular reminder week after week to 
people to come to worship, thus over- 
coming his own reluctance to ask them 
to services and avoiding any cause for 
offense by repeated reminders of their 
worship-dereliction. 

Questions inevitably occur to the 
skeptic and the scoffer. and even to 
those sincerely concerned with the non- 
worshipping habits and predilection of 
the American Jew. Isn’t this a promo- 
tional stunt? Isn’t it artificial? Isn’t it 
a distortion of devout worship? Isn’t it 
a demeaning procedure for the rabbi? 
Isn’t it bound to fizzle and become just 
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another vain whirl of meaningless ac- 
tivity? 

Such questions cannot be dodged. 
But neither can some bald and alarm- 
ing facts be ignored. The American 
Jewish community is not a regular 
worshipping community; praying habits 
of generations have been sloughed off 
and discarded. Most of the people in 
my congregation (and I believe that 
other congregations are not different ) 
are willing to support the temple insti- 
tution (and even generously) ; they are 
interested and even eager to send their 
children to our Religious School; but 
they feel little compulsion, desire, or 
zeal for worship. 


Why Not Promote? 


To answer the questions, then. Ad- 
mittedly, this emphasis on worship is a 
promotional device, but what is wrong 
with that? Doesn’t religion attempt to 
remind people of their shortcomings 
and failings? Why do we observe Yom 
Kippur? Perhaps, too, the emphasis is 
artificial and temporary. But need it 
be? Can’t the rabbi exploit the same 
techniques on a permanent basis? Isn’t 
it worth trying? Is this a distortion of 
worship? Who is to judge? A saintly 
Chassid once called the blast of a mute 
boy’s reed-pipe in the midst of worship 
an act of sincere and sublime faith. It 
is a principle of our tradition that peo- 
ple may be drawn to the religious life 
for its own sake from motives that are 
mean and unexalted. Should we not try 
to bring the worshipper into the pew 
before we pass judgment on the conse- 
crated character of his devotions? And 
is it less of an act of self-respect for 
the rabbi to remind, suggest. and in- 
vite his people to worship than it is for 
him to harangue, berate and scold on 
the few occasions when he does see 
them? The questions, then, may be 
answered in the affirmative, but it is 
also true that temple attendance is 
better than it was! 

We have a task to perform in the 
field of religious therapy; we have to 
repair many breaches. Judaism cannot 
survive on a diet of indifference and 
neglect. It is not only our children. but 
our adults, the parents, whom we have 
to take by the hand and lead. and come 
with them to the House of the Lord. A 
one-month’s campaign is no cure-all 
for the long period of waste and for- 
getfulness. But it has put us on the 
alert and is a step in the right direc- 
tion, and a challenge to transform tem- 
porary benefits into permanent gains! 


Brotherhood’s Booming Out West 


by SYLVAN LEBOW 


Executive Director, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


A, 8,000-MILE field trip in Octo- 
ber, during which I contacted 36 
temple men’s clubs, convinced me 
that the West is not just big in area. 
It is big in potential for the growth 
of Reform Judaism and our Brother- 
hood movement, probably second 
only to the New York metropolitan 
area. It is big in spiritual resources. 
There are 325,000 Jews in greater 
Los Angeles alone. They hunger for 
spiritual leadership and_ organiza- 
tion. 

Living in the West is more lei- 
surely than in the East. There are 
fewer tensions. Community spirit is 
more easily engendered. Opportuni- 
ties abound. Horace Greeley’s advice 
“Go West. young man” certainly 
would apply today, particularly to 
the young rabbi. 

These were some of the high spots 
of my four-week tour, most of which 
was traveled by plane: 


Southern California —Twelve 
clubs were represented at an enthu- 
siastic regional conference of our 
Southern California Council at Tem- 
ple Emanuel, Beverly Hills, under 
the leadership of NFTB Board Mem- 
ber Bob Arkush. A new brotherhood 
was formed at Santa Ana. Address- 
ing services, I was impressed by large 
turnouts of 750 at Temple Israel, 
Hollywood, and 1,000 at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple, Los Angeles. Silas 
Adelsheim, NFTB Board Member, 
came out from Pittsburgh to help get 
a Jewish Chautauqua Society movie 
started; it is hoped to have a preview 
at the next brotherhood biennial con- 
vention in St. Louis November 7-9. 


Phoenix —Found fine brotherhood 
functioning here under leadership of 
Jerry Goldstine. Shared meeting plat- 
form with Barry Goldwater. now U.S. 
Senator. Visited Rabbi Morton Fier- 
man’s inspiring Jewish Chautauqua 
Society resident lectureship class at 
Arizona State College. 


Bay Area —Men’s Clubs held a 
leadership workshop at 
Emanu-El, San_ Francisco, 


successful 
Temple 
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planned by Eugene Block and Mack 
Koblick, respective presidents of 
Emanu-FEl and Sherith Israel Brother- 
hoods, assisted by Harold Buchman, 
president of Sinai Brotherhood, Oak- 
land. A new men’s club was formed at 
San Mateo, and through the courtesy 
of NFTB Director Percy Barker, I was 
able to travel by car to address meet- 
ings of our clubs in Fresno, Sacra- 
mento, Stockton and San Jose, all of 
which now have well coordinated pro- 
grams. 


Northwest —Regional at Seattle 
is described in a picture story in this 
section. For three days brotherhood 
leaders participated in intensive plan- 
ning to strengthen our movement in 
the area. Much credit is due to NFTB 
Board Member Harry Steiner and 
Harold Poll, the conference chair- 
man, for making this one of the out- 
standing brotherhood meetings ever 
held in the Northwest. 


Salt Lake City —Brotherhood is 
revitalized here, with Ed Spitzer as 
president, and has a fine new meeting 
lounge in the temple. Rabbi Adolph 
Fink had an exhilarating experience 
the day I was here when he addressed 
4,000 students at a Jewish Chautau- 
qua Society le¢ture at Brigham Young 
University, Provo, Utah. 


Midwest —Return trip included 
meetings at Denver, Colorado Springs 
and Omaha. Final stop was Kansas 
City for a Friday night service and 
cordial reception and two days of 
conferences with JCS Chancellor Leo 
Wertgame. 

Keen interest in NFTB’s “War on 
Indifference” was evidenced by excel- 
lent attendance at nearly all brother- 
hood meetings and temple services on 
the tour. I eagerly look forward to 
this annual pilgrimage. 

That we are a growing organiza- 
tion is attested by the fact that 40 
more brotherhoods joined our ranks 
in the past two years. Let’s set our 
sights on increasing our present ros- 
ter of 262 clubs to 300 within the 
next two years. 
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An NFTB Board Member’s 


Southern Tour 


by EDWIN J. OPPENHEIM 
Ohev Sholom Temple Brotherhood, Harrisburg, Pa. 


\t HEN MY WIFE and I decided to 


take a vacation trip South late last Fall. 
I suggested to the NFTB office that 
maybe I could help the new congrega- 
tion in Daytona Beach organize a men’s 
club, and possibly visit with brother- 
hoods in other communities on our 
motor tour. The executive director 
promptly advised clubs throughout the 
Carolinas. Georgia and Florida, and 
numerous invitations to speak resulted. 
It is regretted that our schedule was so 
limited that more appointments could 
not have prevailed. but maybe in the 
not too distant future we can take up 
where we left off. 


“Why a Brotherhood?” 

The question of “Why a Brother- 
hood?” often has arisen. I chose that 
for my topic when I spoke to clubs in 
Allentown. Harrisburg. Lancaster and 
Wilkes-Barre. in October, and it fol- 
lowed that the same question could 
arise in any of our congregations in the 
South. In discussing the subject | 
pointed out that both on a national 
and local level our men’s clubs are 
formed primarily for the purposes of 
developing temple leadership, stimu- 
lating Jewish knowledge within our 
own people. encouraging temple at- 
tendance and strengthening the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society with supporting 
memberships in order to further this 
great work of enlightenment. I also ex- 
pressed the thought that social activi- 
ties are a very important part of Broth- 
erhood. but our main endeavors are in 
the cultural and religious field. 


Florida 

In Daytona Beach I met with Rabbi 
Bernard Perelmuter., Leonard Sachs. 
Joe Benatar and other leaders Novem- 
ber 9. and returned on December 2 to 
speak to a larger group to help get the 
men’s club organized. 

On November 18 I participated in a 





Ur. Oppenheim is a member of the 
VFTB Board: vice-president of Ohet 
Sholom Temple. Harrisburg. Pa... and 
past brotherhood president. 
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well attended and stimulating meeting 
of our Tampa club and conferred with 
Rabbi David Zielonka. 

Vacationing in St. Petersburg for 
three weeks, [ had an opportunity to 
meet informally several times with the 
club leaders before addressing the en- 
tire group November 24. This club will 
develop great strength under the direc- 
tion of M. B. Ross and Rabbi Al 
Michels. and has a unique opportunity 
to promote progressive Judaism. 


South Carolina 


On December 9 I had a well at- 
tended joint meeting of the Columbia 
and Sumter clubs at Sumter. and met 
many fine people. including Rabbis 
David Gruber and J. Aaron Levy, the 
Jack Addlestones and others whose 
heritage in Reform Judaism dates 
back many generations. 

All of the clubs appreciated that 
someone took the time to visit them, 
explore their problems and offer some 
suggestions. NFTB is conducting more 
of this field activity than in the past. 
and much more is needed. Our athliates 
are hungry for help. Board members 
who avail themselves of the privilege 
of visiting clubs in their communities 
also enrich their own lives. 


Laymen’s Religious 
Views Are Surveyed 


Attitudes of Reform laymen toward 
current Jewish practices will be re- 
vealed when results of a large scale 
nation-wide survey undertaken by 
NFTB are announced at the UAHC 
Biennial Convention in New York in 
April. 

Ten thousand members of 452 
UAHC congregations were selected 
at random to answer 171 questions 
about their attitudes toward Jewish 
customs and observances. The survey 
paves the way for discussion of a pro- 
posal to clarify or codify ritual and 
ceremonial practice. 

The Survey Committee of NFTB. 
chairmanned by its immediate past 
president, S. Herbert Kaufman. of 
Harrisburg. Pa.. is cooperating with 
the UAHC Committee on Reform 
Practices, headed by Rabbi Merton 
M. Berman. of Chicago. 


Welcome, 
New Aflhiliates 


Here are the latest clubs to join 
NFTB: Pittsfield, Mass., TEMPLE 
ANSHE AMONIM BROTHERHOOD, Pres., 
Dr. Morris Taylor; Croton-on-Hud- 
son, N. Y.. MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE 
ISRAEL OF THE TOWN OF CORTLAND, 
Pres., Louis Grodsky; Lawrence. N.Y.. 
MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE SINAI, Pres., 
Leonard D. Giles: Malden Mass.. 
TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL BROTHER- 
Hoop, Pres., Morris Fulman. 





NETB President in San Antonio 





A HIGHSPOT of a Texas field trip in November was NFTB President Harold 
Dubinsky’s visit to San Antonio. Here he is at a dinner meeting of the joint 
boards of Beth-El Temple Brotherhood and Sisterhood preceding a Friday 
night service where he was guest speaker. Left to right: Alex Lieberman; 
Mrs. Lieberman, Sisterhood president; Paul Pearlstone, past Brotherhood 
president; Mr. Dubinsky; Mrs. David Jacobson; Rabbi Jacobson; Mrs. Ben 
Greenberg; Mr. Ben Greenberg, Brotherhood president. 
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NE TB newsreel 





Reports of LOCAL Brotherhood Activities 


ATLANTIC CITY: Thanksgiving — serv- 


ices conducted by Betu IsraeEL TEMPLE 


BROTHERHOOD had an attendance of 500. 
AUGUSTA: Watton Way TEMPLE 
BROTHERHOOD debut was a show, staged, 
acted and directed by the men. 


BROOKLINE: At Onaper SHALOM 
TempLteE BrorHerHoop Ted Mack con- 
ducted a special amateur program with 
children of temple families at the annual 
Father-Son-Daughter Night. 

TempLe Stnat BrorHerHoop — heard 
Harry Ellis Dickson, violinist of the Bos- 
ton Symphony, play requests and discuss 
experiences of a European tour with the 


orchestra. 


BROOKLYN: Bern SHoLOM-PEOPLES 
Men’s CLup presented a sketch on the 
life of Emma Lazarus in the style of a 
radio dramatization, with the aid of the 


sisterhood. 


Betu Israel 
MeDonald, 


TEMPLE 
James G. 


HARTFORD: 
Men’s Crus heard 
first ambassador to Israel. 
LAWRENCE, MIASS.: Grandads in 


served 


TEMPLE EMANUEL BROTHERHOOD 
as hosts at an Old Timers’ Night. 
LAWRENCE, N. Y.: Tempe Israen 


Men’s Crus heard Norman Thomas dis- 
cuss “America and World Opinion” No- 
vember 10. 

Rod Ruth, comic strip artist, was spe- 
cial guest at Sinat MeEn’s Cxiups’s Cha- 
nuko Party for children December 14. 


BetH Et MeEn’s 
CLusp had a 1500 for a 
ture-recital by Leonard Bernstein. 


DETROIT: Tempe 


turnout of 


eC- 


GLENCOE: Norru SHORE CONGREGA- 
rion Men’s Cius members visit the 
Great Lakes V. A. Hospital each month 


to entertain men inthe psychiatric ward. 
Restoration is implemented through this 
project, according to staff doctors. 
LOUISVILLE: Brith SHoLtom TeEM- 
PLE Men’s Cius provided Chanuko gift 
parcels for underprivileged Jewish chil- 
dren of the area. 

CHICAGO: At every meeting of Beru 
Am MeEnN’s CLusp a member spends 10 to 
15 minutes discussing his field of work 
as it relates to the Talmud. 


TEMPLE EMANUEL MEN’s CLUB 
sors a series of Friday evening family 


spon- 


dinners preceding services at the temple. 

“Talmud and Law” 
Manuel J. Finkel, Chicago attorney, at 
a November Lox and Bagel session of 
IsatAH IsRAEL MEN’s CLUB. 

TEMPLE MENoRAH MEN’Ss CLUB is con- 
ducting a Jewish Classics Course. At each 
regular meeting a five-minute talk is given 
by a member of the club’s Jewish Educa- 


was discussed by 


tional Committee. 


NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y.: Charles 
Friedman, NFTB Honorary Board mem- 
ber and former national JCS Chairman, 
was elected an honorary trustee of Tem- 
ple Israel at the annual congregational 
dinner November 16. He was_ presented 
with an engrossed citation for his out- 
standing service to the temple and to Re- 


form Judaism. 


NEW YORK: CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 
BROTHERHOOD sent a Chanuko gilt te 
every young man of the congregation in 
military service. 

East Enp TEMPLE MEN’s 
Dr. Benjamin Locke, Veterans 
tration psychologist, as guest speaker. 

RoperPH SHOLOM MEN’s ASSOCIATION 
booked Rudolph Halley for a January 


talk on crime and politics. 


Cius had 
A dminis- 


PHOENIX: Allen E. Rosenberg, NFTB 
Board member, was recently elected city 
councilman. Juvenile problems and _ their 
solution were discussed by Judge Charles 
Bernstein at Bern IsraeL MEN’s CLus’s 
Husband and Wife Night November 19. 


SAN ANTONIO: Roger W. Straus, 
honorary president, NFTB, and Dr. Ar- 
thur Compton, Nobel prize winner, were 
scheduled to address the annual brother- 
hood dinner. To be admitted each mem- 
ber brings a non-Jewish guest. 
SAN FRANCISCO: Tempte EMANU- 
Et Men’s Cup invited wives and friends 
to hear Dr. Herbert C. Clish, city super- 
intendent of schools, in November. 
TEMPLE SHERITH IsRAEL MEN’s CLUB 
conducted Sunday breakfast meetings for 


religious school pupils’ parents. 


SAN MATEO: PENINSULA TEMPLE BETH 
Et Men’s Ciup discussed Chanuko and 
Christmas in December. At the January 
Father-Son meeting Jewish orphans were 


club guests. 
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IsRAEL Brortu- 
paint job and 


STOCKTON: Temple 
ERHOOD financed a new 
roof repairs. The club shared in the cost 
of a JCS resident lectureship its rabbi 
conducted at College of the Pacific. 


TEMPLE 
full-season 


TORONTO: 
BROTHERHOOD 
program of 
teen-agers. The 
interest groups commencing with a study 
group conducted by the rabbi on Bible. 


Hoty BLOSSOM 
inaugurated a 
recreational activities for 


brotherhood has set up 


BROTHERHOOD 
working 


ISRAEL 
committee 


TULSA: Temple 
has an audio-visual 
closely with the Religious School. 


WORCESTER :Tempte EMANvEL Brotu- 
ERHOOD engaged Dr. Mordecai Kaplan, 
Hal Lehrman, Maurice Perlzweig and 
Herman Distler through the NFTB Lec- 


ture Bureau. 


WASHINGTON: Wasuincton Heprew 
CONGREGATION BROTHERHOOD’ will  an- 
nually award a cup donated by Bernard 
Elman, past president, to a person who 
has done outstanding inter-cultural, inter- 
faith work for the Jews. 
WILMINGTON, DEL.: A_ five-fold in- 
crease in membership is reported for the 
TemeLe Bern Emetu BrorHerHoop. 
YONKERS: Tempte Emanu-Et Brora- 
ERHOOD served as hosts December 14 at 
the dedication of a new eternal light, 
presented to the temple by the Baptist 
Church of the Redeemer. 


Temple Attendance 


(Continued from page 16) 


Benton Harbor, 


Mich. Beth El 62 
Huntington Oheb Shalom 16 
Greensboro Emanuel 15 
Raleigh, N. C. Beth Or 15 
Brockton, Mass. Israel 42 
Plattsburgh Seth Israel 10 


Kansas City B nai Jehudah 39 
Flushing, N. Y. Beth Sholom 37 
Waterbury, Conn. Israel 35 
Erie, Pa. Anshe Hesed 33 
Roslyn Hts. Sinai 30 
Oklahoma City B'nai Israel 29 
Chicago, Ill. Menorah 26 
Chicago, Ill. Bnai Jehoshua 23 
Hot Springs Israel 20 
Baltimore, Md. Har Sinai 20 


\ temple attendance project can be 
started any time. Temple Shaare Emeth, 
St. Louis, Mo., Temple Beth Tefilloh, 
Brunswick, Ga., and a number of other 
congregations launched theirs in Jan- 


uary. 
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Northwest Brotherhood Regional 


(Above) 350 ATTEND banquet climaxing 
Brotherhood conference at Seattle Octo- 
ber 19. 


(Top right) RABBI ALBERT PLOTKIN, 
Spokane, speaks on Jewish Chautauqua 
Society. Harold Poll, conference chairman, 


listens. 


(Right) LEADERSHIP workshop tackles 
programs and projects. 


(Above) GEORGE MOSLER, left, is installed 
as Temple de Hirsch Brotherhood president 
by Sylvan Lebow, NFTB executive director. 
(Right) SISTERHOOD cantata entertains. 
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Jewish Chautauqua Society 











What JCS Means to the Jewish Student 


by RABBI JOSEPH GITIN. Temple Emanu-El, San Jose, Calif. 


“A grand talk, Rabbi, it did some- 
thing to me.” 

“May I have a copy of your ad- 
dress? You sure made me proud of 
my heritage. What is this Jewish 
Chautauqua Society?” “Mary, may I 
present OUR Rabbi?” 

I had just delivered a lecture on 
“Judaism and American Democracy” 
at a convocation of more than a thou- 
sand students and faculty at one of 
our large universities. The audience 
had reacted favorably to the address, 
and many of the Jewish students 
joined in the chorus of congratula- 
tions. They were proud to be identi- 
fed with the rabbi who had correlated 
the ideals of Judaism with the meaning 
of the American way of life. It was 
good to feel that there was so much 
Hebrew mortar in the edifice of our 
democracy. 


Came to Heckle 

Enjoying this pleasant experience I 
could not help but recall another occa- 
sion several months before when I vis- 
ited this same campus to help organize 
a Jewish group. More than 100 stu- 
dents attended. I realized later that 
this large group made a special effort 
to attend in order to defeat my mission. 
They didn’t want to be identified as 
Jews. They had hoped to retain a status 
of anonymity. The result of my brief 
visit was to persuade a “faithful rem- 
nant” to meet as a study group. 

My thoughts returned to the present. 
What was the meaning of my JCS 
visit? What caused the transformation 
from resentment to acceptance? Was 
it the Ma Yomru Hagoyim psychology ? 
The campus community expressed its 
appreciation of the spiritual role Juda- 
ism played in the drama of American 
democracy. The rabbi who formerly 
felt like an intruder as he sought to 


“impose” this heritage on its sons and 
daughters was now eagerly accepted. 
He was their rabbi. 


Rediscovered Heritage 


Be it as it may, it was a happy redis- 
covery of their Jewish heritage. The 
Jewish students felt they belonged; they 
had found spiritual roots. They re- 
alized, too, that to expect respect from 
others they must possess a sense of 
self-respect as Jews, scions of prophet 
and sage. On a university campus, they 
must have recalled the wisdom of the 
Bard of Avon: “To thine own self be 
true; then thou canst not be false to 
any other man.” As I left the campus 
the thought occurred to me that the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society not only 
informs the non-Jews attending college 
about Judaism. but also inspires the 
Jewish students with a feeling of pride 
and appreciation. 


Three New Life Members 


THREE NEW $1000 life member- 
ships in the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety were announced in December, 
bringing the total to 46. They are: 
Lewis Lowenstein, of the Men’s Club 
of Temple Beth Israel, Houston, 
Texas; Melbourne L. Leavitt. of Wil- 
shire Boulevard Temple Men’s Club. 
Los Angeles, a member of the NFTB 
Executive Board, and Samuel A. Sakol, 
JCS chairman of North 
Israel Men’s 


Shore Con- 
Club, Glen- 


gregation 


coe, Ill. 





LEAVITT 


LOWENSTEIN SAKOL 
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Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


JCS Presents Talmud 
To Bryn Mawr College 





A 40-votuME Soncino English edi- 
tion of the Talmud and Midrash was 
given by the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety to Bryn Mawr College Decem- 
ber 18. 

Leon Berkowitz. right, of Philadel- 
phia, past national JCS chairman. is 
shown above making the presentation 
to Geddes MacGregor, professor of 


Religion and Philosophy, at a tea 
arranged by the Friends of the Li- 
brary. 


The books were requested by the 
college to further undergraduate and 
graduate study and research in the 
field of religion. JCS donates authen- 
tic Jewish texts to college libraries 
as part of its program to create bet- 
ter understanding of Judaism through 
education. 

The gift was made possible through 
the generosity of Lionel and Howard 
Levy. Mr. Berkowitz, Samuel Daroff, 
Harry and Matthew Ru- 
dofker. Also present at the ceremony 
were Adler, NFTB_ board 
member. and Clarence Caspary, re- 
gional JCS chairman. 


Robinson 


Sidney 





Join the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society Today. 


Write for Free Booklet. 
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How a Sisterhood Applies 


Judaism to Community Affairs 


by MRS. SIDNEY ROSENTHAL 


Executive Chairman, Community Affairs Committee, K.A.M. Temple Sisterhood, Chicago, Ill. 


S oc twelve years ago, the thought- 
ful women of K.A.M. Sisterhood, aided 
by the counsel of Rabbi Jacob K. 
Weinstein, came to the conclusion that 
while philanthropy was an important 
facet in all Jewish life, a truly reli- 
gious concept of Sisterhood work en- 
tailed more than playing the role of 
Lady Bountiful. They felt that a really 
dynamic and significant Sisterhood 
could not ignore the ideals and values 
it professes, and must translate into 
action and daily life its concept of 
justice for all. Out of this firm con- 
viction was born our Community Af- 
fairs Committee. 

It had from the beginning. a State- 
ment of Purpose, which outlines and 
confines the activities of the Committee 
to certain channels. These are reviewed 
and made current each year. The 
Committee’s main purpose is to keep 
the membership of the Sisterhood and 
temple aware of the needs of the com- 
munity and to promote and support 
movements. causes. organizations and 
legislation which have as their objec- 
tive the realization of social justice. 
The Committee participates in no 
fund-raising projects for itself. and in 
all of its activities. is guided by the 
advice and counsel of the rabbi. 

The Committeee has its own officers. 
consisting of an Executive Chairman. 
Executive Co-Chairman and Executive 
Vice-Chairman, a Recording Secretary 
and two Corresponding Secretaries. 


It has within it, the following Com- 
mittees: Legislative, Human Relations, 
Housing. Political Action. 
Civil Rights. and Publicity. Each of 
these Committees is headed by a Chair- 
man, and these women form the Exec- 
utive Board, along with the officers. 

In order that we may affiliate with 
various civic organizations decided 
upon by the Committee of the Whole. 
the Sisterhood allows a budget each 


Schools. 


year. 

In addition to a Board, or planning. 
meeting, two meetings are held each 
month, one a General Meeting, at 
which the various chairmen, or mem- 
bers of their respective committees, re- 
port the activities in their specific 
fields. Where possible, a report carries 
with it recommendation for action 
which the group as a whole then dis- 
cusses and votes upon. Action usually 
manifests itself through letters to our 
aldermen. city officials, state legisla- 
tors, national representatives, the Pres- 
ident or the press. 

Our women have set high standards 
for themselves in preparing these re- 
ports. After seeking resource material. 
they make a written report. which is 
filed with the Executive Chairman af- 
ter the report is given. Thus, through 
the discipline of preparing and editing 
a paper. they have a report worthy of 
their best efforts and the Committee 
has a permanent and valuable record 
of its activities for the current year. 
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The second meeting of the month is 
for the purpose of study, where mat- 
ters of current interest are offered as 
an educational feature. Sometimes we 
have specialists in various fields ad- 
dress us. At other times, our own 
women undertake the research neces- 
sary to produce an informative paper. 

At least two months prior to a meet- 
ing, its subject matter is decided upon 
by the Board. and the participants se- 
lected. To illustrate, one year we of- 
fered as our subject, “What You Don’t 
Know about the Cicero Riots.” Here. 
the chairmen of Civil Rights. Housing. 
Human Relations and Legislation were 
involved. It was their obligation to re- 
port to the group, not what was in the 
newspapers. but the news behind the 
news: the causes underlying a race 
riot. whether the governor. sheriff. 
state’s attorney and police functioned 
adequately. whether objective cover- 
age was given by the press, whether 
our laws are adequate, with the end 
result that we either commended or 
criticized, through letters, the officials 
involved. 

At another meeting. we had as our 
subject. “Chicago Schools and Their 
Enemies.” Involved in this meeting 
were the Schools Chairman. who reg- 
ularly attends the meetings of the 
School Board. our delegates to Citi- 
zens’ School Committee. our Legisla- 
tion department, and others. 

The same techniques were used 
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when we presented “Do We Want 
Military Training?” “Congress in Ses- 
sion: Progression or Retrogression?” 
“Do We Elect Our Presidents?” 

We have obtained the services of 
specialists when we have considered 
such subjects as “Israel, lraq and Oil,” 
“The Japanese Peace Treaty and Its 
Implications,” “The Police Training 
Program,” “Israel Today,” “Our State 
Mental Institutions.” 

It would be untrue to say that the 
entire congregation approves of our 
interest in civil liberties, human rela- 
tions or public housing. We tread too 
often upon their special interests or 
innate prejudices. Yet we have the 
respect of a large segment of the tem- 
ple and Sisterhood, who seek us out 
for information and evaluation of 
many public issues and personalities. 
We have no pipe lines to the White 
House and do not know what the Pres- 
ident will do about a certain piece of 
legislation on his desk, but it is flat- 
tering to find that temple members 
think we know. 

We do know that we have gained 
many Sisterhood and temple 
bers because of the Community Affairs 
Committee, which has tried to symbo- 
lize in the community the practical 
application of the teachings of our 
rabbi. We have, however, proven to 
many women, who would otherwise be 
merely dues-paying members, that the 
validity of a religious institution in 


mem- 


modern times depends not only upon 
the ideals and values it avows, but 
upon its ability to generate the force 
which will bring them to life. Other 
Sisterhoods please copy. 


Program Contest 


Forty-two qualified programs were 
received in the NFTS Sisterhood Pro- 
gram Contest, “This Is Our Best.” The 
winning programs will be announced 
and awards made at the NFTS Bien- 
nial Convention in April, 1953 in New 
York City. 

To qualify in the contest, programs 
had to be based on activities of one 
of the NFTS committees. Awards will 
be made on the basis of originality. 
interest and feasibility of presentation 
by local Sisterhoods. Final judges are 
Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, New Rochelle. 
N. Y., NFTS President; Mrs. Sam 
Mohr. Atlanta, Ga.. and Mrs. David 
Simon. Washington, D. C., Program 
Committee Chairman and Vice-Chair- 
man. respectively. 


Birthday Gift Drive 


January 21, 1953 marked the for- 
tieth anniversary of the founding of 
the National Federation of Temple Sis- 
terhoods. To celebrate this important 
milestone in our history, birthday cakes 
with candles were lighted in special 
ceremonies at the January meetings of 
Sisterhoods throughout the world. 

The lighted candles had a double 
significance: they symbolized four dec- 
ades of service to Jewish and humani- 
tarian causes through NFTS and also 
the light of learning. As a “birthday 
gift” to NFTS, a special drive has been 
launched for more vigorous support to 
the cornerstone of the NFTS program, 
the Scholarship and Religious Educa- 
tion Fund through increased use of 
Uniongrams and cash contributions. 

From this Fund scholarships are pro- 
vided for young men preparing for the 
rabbinate at the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege-Jewish Institute of Religion, and 
financial support is given to lay educa- 
tional and youth activities of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations. 
Increased needs of the Fund include 
the extension of scholarships to groups 
not previously included—married stu- 
dents and those studying on the New 
York campus of the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
and aid to students from overseas who 
have been recommended by the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism. Fur- 
ther contributions are also needed to 
support increased lay educational and 
youth activities of the UAHC. 

The special birthday drive will be in 
addition to the usual contributions of 
local Sisterhoods, and will continue 
throughout the anniversary year. At the 
fortieth Biennial Convention to be held 
in New York April 19-23, 1953. a spec- 
ial program will be devoted to the Schol- 
arship and Religious Education Fund. 


Mrs. Samuel B. Danto 
Honored 


Named by the Detroit Historical So- 
ciety as one of Detroit’s “Women of 
Achievement.” Mrs. Samuel B. Danto 
is being honored in an exhibit spon- 
sored by the Society in February. 

Mrs. Danto was 
honor along with 160 women leaders 
in Detroit’s cultural, industrial, eco- 
nomic, scientific, professional and edu- 
cational life. Her portrait will be hung 
in the Round Hall of the Historical 
Museum. 


chosen for the 
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Mrs. Danto is a member of the 
NFTS Executive Board, past president 
of NFTS District No. 11, the Michigan 





Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, and 
Honorary President of the Sisterhood 
of Temple Israel in Detroit. 

Active in both Jewish and _non- 
sectarian organizations, Mrs. Danto is 
Co-Chairman of the Detroit Round Ta- 
ble of Christians and Jews, past presi- 
dent of the League of Jewish Women’s 
Organizations, and Chairman of the 
Mothers’ Committee. She 
also serves on the Steering Committee 
of the American Cancer Society and 
on the Women’s Committee of the De- 
troit Institute of Arts. In 1950 Mrs. 
Danto, the mother of two sons, was 
chosen honorary Mother of Michigan. 


Michigan 





Over the Top 


HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 


The following Sisterhoods recently 
completed their quotas of $10 per 
member, according to Mrs. Edward B. 
Schulkind, New York City, chairman 
of the NFTS project for the Union 
House of Living Judaism-Berg Memo- 
rial. Their names will be inscribed on 
a companion piece to the beautiful 
Fireplace Wall in the Sisterhood 
Lounge of the building. 








TEMPLE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
Cleveland, Ohio 

SHAARE EMETH SISTERHOOD 
St. Louis, Mo. 

WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION, 
STEPHEN WISE FREE SYNA- 
GOGUE. 

New York, N. Y. 

SISTERHOOD, BETH SHOLOM 
PEOPLE’S TEMPLE, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
































































Here and There 


in the Sisterhood World 


A Stupy Group 1n ComparRATIVE RE- 
LIGION has proved popular with mem- 
bers of the Temple Israel Sisterhood, 
St. Louis, Mo. Led by Dr. Sam Rosen- 
kranz. director of the Religious School, 
the group meets twice monthly to study 
Mohammedanism, Hinduism, Buddhism 
and other Far Eastern sects. Chris- 
tianity and Judaism are brought into 
the discussions, as well as the political 
and economic situations that are inter- 
related to religion in various parts of 
the world. 


“THE STATE OF THE UNION” was a hit 
when the Temple Israel Sisterhood, 
Stockton, Calif., held a Donor Theatre 
Party at the Madison School Audito- 
rium recently. Presented by the Civic 
Players, proceeds went to the support 
of Temple Israel’s Religious School 
which has 165 students and a staff of 
sixteen qualified teachers. 


SISTERHOOD WENT TO A Fair when the 
Temple Emanu-E] Sisterhood, Dallas, 
Texas. held a “County Fair and Frol- 
ics” inthe Temple House recently. Dedi- 
cated to the new members, the fair fea- 
tured fourteen booths representing the 
National Committees of NFTS. and 
hostesses escorted new members to 
view each exhibit. 





UNIONGRAM BOOTH at the re- 
cent County Fair, given by Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood, Dallas, 
Texas. Shown from left to right 
are: Mrs. Ted R. Berger, Mrs. Felix 
Goldman, Jr., Chairman of the 
Committee on Uniongrams, and 
Mrs. Joe A. Mintz. 
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Sinai 


MEMBERS OF TEMPLE 
Sisterhood, New Orleans, La., roll- 
ing bandages for a local hospital. 
Shown left to right are: Mrs. Leo- 
pold Shiffman, Mrs. Herbert Garon 
and Miss Irma Block. 


JewisH FestivaLt Cookery is the sub- 
ject of study by members of the Tem- 
ple Emanu-El Sisterhood, Montreal, 
Canada. Classes are held twice a month 
in the temple kitchen under the leader- 


ship of Mrs. A. Sankoff. 


A Locat HospitaL Project was 
started recently by the Temple Sinai 
Sisterhood, New Orleans. La. Mem- 
bers meet three Tuesdays a month in 
the Temple House to take part in 
bandage rolling, layette-making, tray 
mat decorating and gift-making for 
Charity Hospital. To top off the work 
day. a program of varied events is 
offered. These include gift wrapping 
demonstrations. book reviews, and dis- 
cussions of current events, family edu- 
cation and child welfare. 


THE SISTERHOODS OF New Haven, 
Conn. AND Boston, Mass. were hosts 
to two of NFTS’ twenty District Fed- 
erations, when District No. 1, the New 
England Federation, and District No. 
2, the Connecticut Federation, held 
their conventions during November. 
District No. 13. the South Carolina 
Federation and District No. 14, the 
Southeast Federation. scheduled Janu- 
ary conventions in Columbia, South 
Carolina and Dothan, Ala., respectively. 





BUY UNIONGRAMS 
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New Manuals 


Two manuals written by two mem- 
bers of the Special Committee on 
Field Services have been prepared, as 
part of the Committee’s program of 
expanded service to local Sisterhoods. 
They are a Manual for Sisterhood 
Leaders by Mrs. Harry Jacobson, Des 
Moines. Iowa. and When You Organ- 
ize A New Sisterhood by Mrs. Joseph 
Glanzer, Tuckahoe, N. Y. 

The Manual for Sisterhood Leaders, 
an eighty-seven-page book, edited by 
Miss Jane Evans. Executive Director 
of NFTS., contains a complete account 
of the organization. activities, and poli- 
cies of NFTS. Some of the chapter 
headings are: “This Is How Leaders 
Are Made.” “Money, Money, Money,” 
“Madame President.” and “Purely Lo- 
cal.” The manual will be kept current 
by periodic distribution of added in- 
formation. It will be available in the 
near future. 

Mrs. Jacobson is a member of the 
NFTS Executive Board and is past 
president of NFTS District No. 20, 
which includes Sisterhoods units in 
Iowa, Kansas. Missouri, Nebraska, 
Colorado and New Mexico. She has 
also served as president of Temple 
B’nai Jeshurun Sisterhood, Des Moines. 

When You Organize A New Sister- 
hood, a thirteen-page booklet. now 
available. describes techniques which 
have been successfully used by NFTS 
representatives in assisting new groups. 
It contains a bibliography and is at- 
tractively illustrated by line drawings. 

Mrs. Glanzer serves on the NFTS 
Committee on Religious Extension and 
has been active in working with new 
Sisterhoods. She is Vice-President of 
NFTS District No. 3, the New York 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, and 
is president of Temple Rodeph Sholom 
Sisterhood, New York. 








At Sawkill, New York, close by 
the Woodstock art colony 


WOODCLIFF 


A COED CAMP, 4 TO 16 YEARS 


Relaxed, non-competitive program. Mature 
leaders. Resident doctor and nurse. Modern 
cabins, new recreation building. Private 
lake. Land and water sports. Trips. Out- 
post camp. Nature study. Riding. Folk 
dancing. Special facilities for ages 4-7. 
Separate teen-age group. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Saphir 
1011 Carroll Place New York 56 
Phone CY 3-1498 
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NFTS Founder Honored 


Mrs. Abram Simon, Washington, 
D. C., founder and honorary President 
of NFTS, was honored by the Wash- 
ington Hebrew Congregation at its 
donor luncheon at the Mayflower 
Hotel recently. Luncheon guests were 
given a preview of a portrait of Mrs. 
Simon painted by Bernard Godwin by 
commission of NFTS District No. 8. 
which includes Sisterhood units in De}- 
aware, Maryland, North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia and the District of Columbia. 
The portrait will be presented to 
NFTS at its Fortieth Anniversary Bi- 
ennial Convention in New York, April 
19-23, 1953, and will hang in the 
National Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods’ President’s Room of the Union 
House of Living Judaism. 

Mrs. Simon organized the first Sis- 
terhood in 1905, and was elected Presi- 
dent of NFTS at its charter meeting in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1913. She is a 
member of the NFTS Executive Board 
and has served as Chairman of the 
Committee on Programs, Chairman of 
the Committee on Hebrew Union Col- 
lege Dormitory (now the Committee 
on Scholarship and Religious Educa- 
tion Fund), and Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee on Peace and World Re- 
lations. She is the widow of Dr. Abram 
Simon, who was for many years the 
spiritual leader of the Washington 
Hebrew Congregations. 


“Mommy, Did God 
Really Split the Red Sea?” 


|How explain miracles to children? 
Shall the Biblical marvels be inter- 
preted as examples of divine interven- 
tion, as fairy tales, as allegories, or 
what? Shall children be given one ex- 
planation when they are young and 
another when they grow older? De- 
spite Reform Judaism’s emphasis upon 
rationalism, there is little agreement 
among its leaders on the method of 
teaching the miracles. Evidence of 
this is seen in the following variety 
of replies to the above question. An- 
swers are intended for ten-year-olds. 
Additional replies are invited from 
our readers as are additional ques- 
tions for “Mommy.”—Eb.] 


RABBI ADOLPH H. FINK, B’nailsrael 
Congregation, Salt Lake City. 


No. There just aren’t any miracles. 
Not even God does miracles. Some few 
miracles are written in the Bible, but 
we are not supposed to take those sto- 
ries, such as God’s splitting the Red 
Sea, as real facts. The story is told to 
show that God was on the side of the 





At Pittsburgh NF TS Meeting 





NFTS LEADERS AND PITTSBURGH, PA., RABBIS at the recent NFTS 
Executive Board meeting. Shown above, left to right, are: Dr. Burton E. 
Levinson, Temple Sinai; Rabbi Philip Frankel, Temple Emanuel; Mrs. 
Aaron L. Lambie, Pittsburgh, Pa., NFTS Treasurer; Mrs. Louis A. Rossett, 
NFTS President; Dr. Solomon B. Freehof and Rabbi Harold Silver, of Temple 
Rodef Shalom. The group met at a dinner meeting for the NFTS Executive 


Board given by the three NFTS Sisterhoods of Pittsburgh. 
participated in the dinner program. 


The Rabbis 
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slaves. He wanted them to be free. He 
helped make them free. Do you realize 
that if the miracle story were left out, 
the important thing would still remain, 
namely, that the Hebrews were saved 
from slavery. 


RABBI JULIUS K. GUTMANN, Con- 
gregation B'rith Sholom, Troy, 
| ae 

Yes, son, He really did. He did it 
then, He has done it every year since 
then, He still does it today. The Bible 

tells us (Exodus 14:21) God caused a 

“strong east wind” to drive back the 

ebb tide until the shallows were dry. 

Then Moses commanded the Israelites 

to cross. The tide flowed back, the 

strong wind stopped blowing, the pur- 
suing Egyptians were drowned. This 
was one of the miracles of nature, and 
we believe that God causes everything 
in nature to happen. The Passover 

Haggadah tells us we should feel that 

we ourselves actually took part in the 

Exodus. Just think, son, how miracu- 

lous it would have seemed to us, to be 

saved by God from our enemies at the 
critical moment! 


RABBI JOSEPH KLEIN, Temple 


Emanuel, Worcester, Mass. 


I myself don’t believe that the split- 
ting of the Red Sea took place exactly 
as described in the Bible story. But 
even if the Red Sea was split exactly 
as described, I think it was but a small 
miracle compared to the ones God per- 
forms every day of time. I see miracles 
going on endlessly all around me. The 
rising and setting of the sun, the fall of 
rain and snow and the growth of living 
things are all so wonderful that they 
must surely be the work of a miracle- 
producing Hand. How insignificant was 
the splitting of the Red Sea compared 
to the movement of the planets around 
the sun, the dividing of continents, the 
throwing up of huge mountain ranges 
and the formation of great valleys by 
rivers and streams. Why, every blade 
of grass, every green leaf and every in- 
sect is a miracle in its own right. But 

(Please turn page) 
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the greatest miracle of all is the fact 
that I and others like me are alive and 
can speak and write and think and 
laugh and love and enjoy the world 
about us. 

I believe in miracles, miracles per- 
formed by God. A happening or event 
is often called a miracle if it is unusual. 
But the really great miracles are the 
things that are so constantly before 
our eyes that we barely take note of 
them. Yes, far greater than the split- 
ting of a hundred Red Seas is the mir- 
acle of understanding and intelligence 
which prompted you to ask, “Mommy, 
did God really split the Red Sea?” 


RABBI MORTON A. BAUMAN, Tem- 
ple Beth Hillel, North Hollywood, 
Calif. 


No. God did not really split the Red 
Sea at all. To believe that means that 
we would be believing in magic. There 
is no such thing as real magic in the 
world. 

What probably happened was that 
the tide was out that night. A wind 
was blowing which helped push the 
water even farther out. This made it 
shallow enough for all of them to 
wade through. Later, the Israelites 
told their children about this lucky 
thing. Now you know that when 
people tell a story they sometimes add 
a little to make it more interesting and 
exciting. When someone finally wrote 
it all down it was much different from 
the way the first parents told the first 
children. It was now a really dramatic 
story of how Moses cast his wand over 
the waters, and so forth. But we know 
that it could not be true the way the 


Bible tells it because, much as we 
might wish it, there is no real magic 
in this world. 


FEINSTEIN, 
Chatta- 


RABBI ABRAHAM 
Mizpah Congregation, 
nooga, Tenn. 


Our fathers who wrote the Bible 
believed in physical miracles in which 
nature’s laws were changed in answer 
to prayers. Today we know that we 
are living in a universe which obeys 
laws that are perfect and unchanging. 
We think of God as our Friend be- 
cause we know we can depend upon 
His laws that operate regularly. We 
do not believe in physical miracles. 
But we do believe in spiritual mir- 
acles. And the real miracle was that a 
group of slaves, whom you would ex- 
pect to be cowards. had the faith to 
face dangers and difficulties for the 
sake of freedom. The story teaches 
that they who have a good cause can 
do what may seem impossible. 


RABBI LEO A. BERGMAN, Touro 


Synagogue, New Orleans, La. 


Will you allow me to be honest with 
you. my child? I honestly do not know 
whether God performed a miracle and 
divided the Red Sea. 

We do know, however, something 
so wonderful, so important and so 
thrilling took place then that those 
who wrote about it felt it could only 
have been made possible through a 
miracle performed by God. An entire 
people was rescued from what seemed 
certain death. Surely it was with the 
help of God. 





New Jersey Leadership Institute 





Mrs. Joseph 
Glanzer, right, 
addresses women 
from six temples 
at Barnert Tem- 
ple, Paterson. 
The NFTS Area 
Leadership Insti- 
tute was one of 
two conducted 
for New Jersey 
Federation of 
Temple Sister- 
hoods. 


JANUARY, 1953, SISTERHOOD TOPICS i 





CHUCKLES 


wt 4 
Rassi Alfred L. Goodman, of Temple 
Israel, Columbus, Ga., tells about the 
wag who suggested that the reason 
women sit in a balcony in Orthodox 
Biblical 
“Man is little lower than the angels.” 





synagogues is the verse: 


Mr. ANnpD Mrs. Albert Green, of Tem- 
ple Israel, Miami, tell about their son 
Richard’s encounter with a young 
Jewish friend who was celebrating 
Christmas. Asked Richard of his 
friend: “How come you're celebrating 
Christmas if you’re Jewish?” Replied 
the friend: “Well, if my parents don’t 
know they’re Jewish, I’m not going to 
tell them.” 


Rasst Morton Bauman, of Temple 
Beth Hillel, North Hollywood, Calif.. 
tells about a member of his congrega- 
tion who defines a shofor as “an ill 
woodwind that nobody blows good.” 


Dr. Joshua Trachtenberg, the rabbi 
who last year visited Israel on behalf 
of Reform Judaism. tells about the 
American visitor to Israel who was 
asked upon his return what he thought 
of the Wailing Wall. “Oh.” he replied, 
“it’s like any other Wailing Wall.” 


Rasst Abraham Shusterman of Har 
Sinai Congregation. Baltimore, tells 
of his introduction to the religious 
school as successor to the late Dr. 
Edward Israel. Later, 
Bunny said, “I guess now instead of 
‘Hear, O Israel,’ we'll have to say, 
‘Hear, O Shusterman.’ ” 


six-year-old 


Rabat Abraham Haselkorn, Temple 
Beth El, Bakersfield, Calif.. tells about 
the time he had as his Seder guests 
a Christian clergyman and his family. 
When the time drew near to open the 
door for Elijah, the rabbi asked the 
clergyman’s 7-year-old daughter to do 
it. She opened the door, looked out- 
side, turned, and asked, “Rabbi, what 
kind of a car is he driving?” 


[Send in a CHUCKLE and win an inter- 
esting book as a prize.—Eb.] 





















Books Briefly Reviewed 


From A Doctor’s Heart. By Dr. Eugene 
F. Snyder. Philosophical Library. 
$3.75. 

High praise. highly deserved, has been 

given to this extraordinary volume, 

which contains practical medical coun- 
sel, helpful wisdom for daily life, plus 

a glimpse into the author’s turbulent 

experiences as a fugitive from Euro- 

pean tyrannies. Readers will discover 
in this book methods whereby their 
lives can be prolonged, and Jewish 
readers will learn how salutary the 
teachings of their faith can prove in 
heightened health and morale. Humor 
and artwork give additional embellish- 
ment to a valuable book. of interest 
to the physician and the layman alike. 


THeY Dare to Be.ieve. By Robert 
Merrill Bartlett. Association Press. 
$2.00. 


Here are collected seventeen presenta- 
tions of their faith from three races. 
twelve nations. and a wide range of 
religious thinkers. Christian, Hindu. 
Jewish, and Buddhist. From many di- 
vergent viewpoints (statesman. _his- 
torian. scholar, scientist, educator. doc- 
tor. lawyer. exile. and patriot). each in 
turn speaks to his fellows of the grave 
problems of life. As the introduction 
emphasizes, “All exemplify the philos- 
ophy of service to humanity and devo- 
tion to a universal community.” Many 
of the names—Bunche. Toynbee. Cripps 
and Delius—are long familiar to us. 
Others as important and vital are pre- 
sented as well. A. stimulating and 
challenging offering to help clarify the 


spiritual forces struggling construc- 


tively to overcome the world con- 


fusion of our time. 


THE JuccLer. By Michael Biankfort. 
Little Brown & Co. $3.00. 


Survivors of world malevolence, a 
handful of Jews are characterized in 
this novel dealing with the essential 
asset of the Jewish refugee. “Wasn’t 
every Jew in exile more or less an 
artist of living in suspension and bal- 
ance, never knowing when he shall 
fall”’—the eternal juggler? 


Unamso. By Max Brod. Tr. from the 
German by Ludwig Lewisohn. Far- 
rar, Straus and Young. $3.00. 


This is probably the most meaningful 
novel to come out of modern Israel. A 
European motion picture director is 
planning a film on Israeli life and is 
swept up in the hectic, tumultuous life 
of Tel Aviv and becomes involved in 
a plot that mixes fantasy and _ stark 


realism. 


Tue Merry Heart. By S. Felix Men- 
delsohn. Bookman Associates. $3.00. 


This fourth volume of wit and humor 
by the author seeks more than did its 
predecessors to show that Jewish humor 
is not only funny but also wise and 
reflects the profound ethical attitudes 
which saturate Jewish life. This collec- 
tion is predominantly folkloristic with 
stories involving many famous person- 
alities and material particularly adapt- 
able to the pulpit and classroom be- 
cause of the instructive quality of the 


stories. 
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OF THE EmeEk. By Libbie 


The Furrow Press. 


This delightful tale of the nine-year- 
old twins, Tamar and David, has been 
revised and brought up to date. They 
still cavort through their happy life in 
Nahalal, a settlement in the Emek. 
They visit Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and 
Haifa on key occasions to give a splen- 
did and sparkling panorama of Israeli 


life. 


A Woman Namep Cuaye. By Rose 
Kluger Keil. Exposition Press. 
$3.00. 


Before Chaye was born, her mother 
had pledged her in marriage to the son 
of a friend. Because Chaye took this 
rash vow seriously, her life becomes 
endlessly complex. While witnessing 
the 
reader is given a close look at Jewish 
life and customs in Europe and an 
intimate peek into the 
squalor of New York’s ghettoes a few 
decades ago. The writer, a housewife 
and clubwoman, is a member of the 
Reform temple in Wilmington, Del. 


unraveling of this problem, the 


even more 





For the Jewish Home 
Exceptional Bargain Sale 
Offered for the First Time! 
A PACKAGE DEAL OF 2 FAMOUS 
Jewish Cook Books 
By Mitprep C. BELLIN 
THE 
JEWISH COOK BOOK 
Over 2500 Recipes 


Jewish Dietary 


175 PAGES, INDEXED, $3.00 


MODERN JEWISH MEALS 

Menus and Recipes Arranged for Each 

Month of the Year Based on Current 
Food Supplies, $2.00 


According to the 


Laws 


The Set of Both Books 
Vou 
$3.50 (Postpaid) 
BLOCH PUBLISHING 
31 WEST 31st STREET 

NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


for a Limited Time 


co. 


Send for Catalogues and Bloch’s 
Book Bulletin 
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Reform Judaism in Action 














IN CHICAGO, members of UAHC 
Executive Board discuss the Com- 
bined Campaign. From left, Leo 
Wertgame, Kansas City; Albert 
Mecklenburger,Chicago; Dr. Maur- 
ice Eisendrath, UAHC President; 
Sidney Robinson and Sylvan May, 
Chicago; Rabbi Barnett R. Brick- 
ner, Cleveland. 






IN WASHINGTON, former President Truman helps (Above) IN KOREA, Chaplain Samuel Sobel, 

lay cornerstone of Washington Hebrew Congregation, as a Reform rabbi, conducts field services. 

Dr. Eisendrath, Garfield I. Kass, the congregation’s (Below) IN CINCINNATI, temple youth 

president, and Dr. Norman Gerstenfeld, the rabbi, attend pilzrimage at Cincinnati ome, of 

look on, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. 


SUPPORT YOUR COMBINED CAMPAIGN 
FOR NATIONAL REFORM INSTITUTIONS 
GOAL: $2,265,000 
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Air 
The Worlds Largest Airline 


Air France puts the world before you. 145,000 
miles of routes linking the 6 continents are at 
your service. Wherever your overseas destina- 
tion, fly Air France in new-type Constellations 
flown by million-mile pilots ...the special 
charm of French elegance ... the World’s 
Largest Airways System. 



















Air France: New York, Boston, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, 
Philadelphia, Dallas. 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Washington, D.C., 

Bogota, Caracas, Havana. 
Montreal, Toronto, Mexico. 





AIR FRANCE 
The Luyuny Woyl-vide Aindine 
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INDIVIDUAL CHAIRS OF 
DIGNIFIED BEAUTY 


Sufficient room for entering or 
leaving seats when others in row 
are seated. 


The comfort afforded actually 
induces alertness and attention. 


Contributes a warm atmosphere 
which blends with interior 
decoration. 

Makes for less disturbance— 
quieter services. Actually in- 
creases comfortable capacity. 
Moderately priced chairs in many 
styles. A wide choice of end 
designs and upholstery materials. 

Use coupon to obtain 


free literature and 
photographs of installations. 




















IDEAL SEATING COMPANY 


609 Ann St., N.W. Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Please send free literature and installation photos on Ideal Synagogue Seating. 
Name 


Street 








City and State 











The New 
STANDARD 
of the 
aan AMERICAN 
yo * - ROAD! 


Bs: 


FORD 


See it...Value Check it... 
Test Drive it! 


at your nearest Ford Dealer’s! 





